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The motion to commit to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee was agreed to without a division. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmit- 
ting the report and estimates of Lieutenant Stock- 
ton, superintendent of the harbor at Michigan 
City, Indiana, and the same of the harbor of St. 
Joseph’s, Michigan. 

On motion of Mr.WHITE, of Indiana, referred 
to the same Committee of the Whole having charge 
of the harbor bill. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
another communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a report of the Acting Quarter- 
master General, accompanied with sundry docu- 
ments, respecting the measures taken to carry into 
effect the actof July, 1836, authorizing the laying 
outa military road on the western frontier, and 
the erection of military posts thereon. __ i 

On motion of Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, 
laid on the table. 


CIVIL LIST BILL. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG thenasked the consent of 
the House to proceed with the appropriation bill. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, objected; and 
gave asa reason the importance of acting on some 
of the five or six hundred bills on the Private 
Calendar. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG thereupon moved a sus- 
pension of the rule; which was agreed to, 94 to 39. 

So the House resumed the consideration of the 
‘* bill making appropriations for the civil and dip- 
lomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1838,’’ the question being on concurring with the 
Committee of the Whole in their amendments. 

The amendment under consideration was the 
following clause for appropriations for the ser- 
vice of the Post Office Department for the current 
year: 


For transportation of mails...............$3,400,000 





For compensation of postmasters...... 935,000 
For ship, steamboat, and way letters. 31,000 
For wrapping paper......secsecccceeseeeee 20,000 
Por office furniture......ccccecccseeseseres 6,000 
For ad vertising......sserscocrsecesesseerereee 25,000 
For mail bags.......cccccccsrescersesseeetes 40,000 
For blanks......:.ccicsccvescesssscessrnsteceee 36,000 
For mail locks and keys and stamps... 9,000 
For mail depredationsand specialagents 12,000 
For clerks for offices... scsecececeeeessesee 140,000 
For miscellaneous..........ccscessecseceeses 40,000 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the following in 
lieu of the above: 

‘* For transportation of mails, compensation of 
postmasters, ship, steamboat, and way letters; 
wrapping paper, office furniture, advertising, mail 
bags, blanks, mail locks, keys, and stamps, mail 
depredations and special agents, clerks for offices, 

_and miscellaneous expenses, making, according 
to the estimates of the Department for each branch 
of these expenditures, an aggregate of four mil- 
lion six hundred and ninety-four thousand dollars; 
to be paid out of the receipts of the Post Office 
Department, and charged to that fund, as pro- 
vided by the third section of the act aforesaid.’’ 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the amendment because 
he objected to the specification being stricken out. 
He would notask the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means to assign a reason for this, 
because it was understood to be by order of 
the Postmaster General, and that, he supposed, 
was sufficient. Mr. A. argued some time in sup- 
port of specifying, as the only mode to secure 
accountability. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, stated that he 
had made the inquiry which he had given notice 
of yesterday, and was now satisfied that the two 
items he had alluded to ought to be retained in the 
bill. With regard to the question now before the 
House, he thought it proper that these appropri- 
ations should be specific. Formerly the Post- 
master General was accountable for all the expend- 
itures of that Department; but this was found to 
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be an evil, and Congress had determined to take | 


which made an appropriation in gross of upward 


| this power from the head of that Department, and || of three millionsof dollars, for the expenses of the 


have the Post Office fund placed in the Treasury, || Post Office Department. This was the construc- 
and then appropriate it asall other appropriations || tion of the House in relation to this matter, imme- 
were made. Well, other appropriations were spe- || diately after the passage of the law of 1836. He 
cific,and why wasit that thisappropriationshould || contended that it was impossible to make this ap- 
not be specific? If this was not done, the act of || propriation specific, while appropriations for the 


1836 was nugatory and of no effect, as it made the || other branches of the public service might be spe- 


head of that Department no more accountable than || cific. ‘Take the item of blanks, and it was impos- 
he was before it was enacted; and if it was not || sible to say how many would be needed. Next 
necessary that this appropriation should be spe- || take the case of the mails, and how was it possible 
cific, it was not necessary that any other appro- || thatan appropriation specific for this purpose with 
priation should be specific. His understanding || any accuracy? They were continually changing, 
of the act of 1836 was that the Postmaster Gen- || and the expense of them was continually increas- 
eral Should send in his reportand estimates, which || ing; therefore it was impossible to arrive at ac- 
might be needed for each service in his Depart- || curacy. The Postmaster General was invested 
ment for the coming year, and these should be || with extraordinary power by law, from the neces- 
made the basis of the appropriation in the bill, || sity ofthe case. This was discovered to be neces- 
each item being there specified. sary atan early day,and why was it now that his 

Mr. CAMBRELENG stated that this item of || powershould be limited? He considered thatsome 
amendment was in strict pursuance of the act of || discretion was necessary in relation to this officer, 
1836. He was as much in favor of specific appro- || and he trusted the House would notso limit him as 
priations as the gentleman from Massachusetts or || to make him incapable of performing his duties in 
the gentleman from Ohio, but he considered it sin- || such manneras to be most satisfactory to the whole 
gular that in this instance the gentleman from 


country. 

Massachusetts had made such objections to this Mr. UNDERWOOD believed that this was the 
amendmenton theground of its not being specific, || first time which the attention of the House had 
when the whole fund of this Department, from || been brought to this subject, and it now having 
the year 1789 to 1836, was at the discretion of the || been brought to it, in his opinion, it was proper 
Postmaster General, and could not be affected or || thatthis appropriation should be made in the same 
controlled by the appropriations of Congress. manner in which all other appropriations were 

During the gentleman’s own administration of || made. There was no more reason why this ap- 
the affairs of the Government, there had been || propriation should not be specific than there was 
some twelve or fifteen millions of dollarsexpended || that other appropriations should not be, and he 
by the Postmaster General without there being || trusted the House would adhere to its former prac- 
any control over it by Congress. He, with the |} tice, and make this appropriation like all others, 
Postmaster General, considered that there was no || as this was, in his opinion, the safest and the best 
use in specific appropriations, if the Executive 


mode of proceeding. 
Department could transfer them from one service Mr. MONTGOMERY referred to the act of 
to another; and this had been done during the 


1836, and stated that, in his opinion, all it required 
administration of the gentleman from Massachu- || was for the Postmaster General to send in an esti- 
setts, not only with law, but without it; and it | 


mate of the amount which it was expected would 
was this very individual, whom the gentleman || be required for the use of his office. Well, this 
now thought proper to speak of with some sever- || had been done; but why should these specific 
ity, while Fourth Auditor, who had discovered || items be inserted in the appropriation bill? If 
and exposed this practice. He was willing that || they were, and one of these appropriations should 
appropriations should be as specific as possible, || not be half enough for the service to be per- 
but it was impossible to make these appropria- || formed, what was the consequence? He will 
tions specific, because there was no telling what || not transfer any other appropriation to this ser- 
each service would cost a year beforehand. In || vice, and the service will be reduced one half. 
the Army the salary of every officer was fixed, || This might operate very injuriously to some parts 
and consequently it was very easy to make these || of the service of the Department. But if the ap- 
appropriations specific to the dollar, but this was || propriation was made in gross, he might apply 
not the case in the Post Office. No onecould tell || any part of the fund to a service, and keep up that 
precisely what the transportation, of the mails || which would be most advantageous to the coun- 
would cost, and consequently it was imposki- || try. He wasataloss to know why it was that gen- 
ble to make specific appropriations for this ser- || tlemen were so fearful to trust the head of the Post 
vice. 


Office Department with the power he had hereto- 
Mr. TILLINGHAST went into an examina- || fore always exercised. If they had any fear that 
tion of the law of 1836, and the report of the 


: the expenditures of that Department were not 
Postmaster General, with a view of showing that || properly made, let them direct the Committee on 
that officer was mistaken in saying that this ap- 


flicer v the Expenditures of that Department to make 
propriation is gross. 


an examination into the matter, and lay it be- 

Mr. EWING, of Indiana, contended that, by || fore the House. He was perfectly willing that 
the construction of this amendment, it made an || this should be done, but he hoped that officer 
appropriation of $55,000,000 instead of $5,000,- 


would not be censured until some evidence of 
000, and moved to strike out the words “ for each || misconduct was discovered. The whole affairs of 
branch of these expenditures,” but the motion 


that Department had, in his opinion, been well 

was ruled to be out of order. managed by the present incumbent; therefore he 

Mr. REED contended that these appropriations || was opposed to binding him down in the manner 

ought to be specific, as this was the only way in || in which this specific amendment would bind him 
which the power ofthe Postmaster General which 


down. 
was, in’ his opinion, by far too great, could be Mr. BELL wished to know of the chairman 
limited. 


of the Post Office Committee what proportion 
Mr. RICE GARLAND went into an argument || of the funds of the Post Office Department had 
of some length, to show that the act of 1836 re- 


actually been paid into the Treasury of the United 
quired that this appropriation should be specific, 


States. 

and thought it most singular that such a construc- Mr. MONTGOMERY said tiere was no docu- 
tion should be put upon this act of 1836 as was || ment yet on the table which would give this in- 
put upon it by the gentleman from New York || formation; a document, however, was expected 
and the PostmasterGeneral. He contended that || shortly, which would give it. He himself could 
no great inconvenience could result from specific || not say what was the proportion; but he referred 
appropriations. the gentleman from Tennessee to the manner in 

Mr. CONNOR called the attention of the House |} which the money was placed in the Treasury ; and 
to the appropriation bill of 1836 immediately after || he doubted not he could have all the information 
the law passed to place this fund in the Treasury, 
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which he desired. 
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Mr. BELL considered that this matter of |! 


placing this fund in the Treasury was a mere 
sham, and that in fact a very smal! proportion 
of the money of that Department was ever placed 
there. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, said if the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee would refer to the report 
of the Postmaster General accompaning the Pres- 
ident’s message, he would there find how this 
money was placed in the Treasury, and he would 
there see that a very small proportion of it ever 
wentthere. In consequence of the great difficulty 


! 


and expense of having the funds of that Depart- | 
ment transported to Washington, and placed in | 
the Treasury, and then sent to the places where | 


they were needed,as ystem was adopte d of keeping 
the money inthe hands of postmastersand of banks 
until itwas needed,and then paying it out from 


those banks; and this was, perhaps, the best sys- | 


tem which could be adopted. Buthe found one ob- 


jection to the manner in which the Postmaster | 


General kept his money, and that was this: that 
where he had a surplus fund, he ought to place 
that amount of.money in bank to the credit of the 
Trensurer of the United States, instead of keep- 
ing it to his own credit, as was the case now. It 
appeared, from the report of that officer, that, 
at the end of the year, he had some hundreds 
of thousands of dollars of a surplus, and that 
money was in banks to his credit, and in the 
hands of postmasters; whereas, in his opinion, 
it ought to be placed in banks to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States. ‘This thing 
he looked upon as an evil, and hoped it might be 
remedied. 


Ir. CONNOR said we had heard a great deal | 


about this money never being placed in the Treas- | 
ury, and perhaps the cause of it was that we | 


never had any Treasury to put itin. 


He trusted, 


however, that we would shortly have such a Treas- | 


ury. But the money of the Post Office Depart- 


ment was placed in the Treasury just in the same | 


manner that all other money of the Government | 
was putin the Treasury. All the funds have in fact || 


to pass through the Treasury of the United States, 
because the Postmaster General does not drawa 
single draft for five dollars but by sending it to the 
Treasury Department and having the signature 
of the Treasurer thereto, ‘This wasthe manner in 
which the money passed through the Treasury, 
and this was the only way that it could be man- 
aged without the greatest inconvenience and loss. 
He trusted, therefore, it would not hereafter be 
said that this money never went into the ‘Treas- 
ur when it went there in the very manner pro- 
vided for by the law of 1836. 

Mr. HAYNES said it was due to the honora- 
ble gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Wuuirriesey,} 
and to himself, as well as to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, to explain a remark made by him yesterday 


in reference to the compensation of clerks in the | 


post offices throughout the United States. Called 


somewhat unexpectedly into the discussion, he | 
had then said that he thought it probable that, in | 
consequence of the passage of the act of July, | 


1836, reorganizing the Post Office Department, it 
might have happened, that in preparing the de- 
tailed estimate of appropriation for the service of 
the year to commence on the Ist of July next, 
the Postmaster General had discovered that clerks 
had been employed in offices not entitled to them. 
He had since looked into the matter, and ascer- 
tained that there were but about fifty post offices, 
he believed the precise number was Eaeceun at 
which clerks had been employed, and he believed 
they were all such as, by the amount of compen- 
sation to the postmasters, allowed the auhen 
ment of clerks. He had a rough estimate of the 
aggregate amount which had been disbursed with- 
in the last post office year among all the clerks 
in the fifty-one offices, and found it to be a gross 
sum of about $175,000; so that the appropriation 
proposed in the bill would reduce the expenditure 
in this branch of the service to about thirty-five 
thousand dollars. 

He said he would now proceed to the subject 
immediately before the House. When itiscon- 
sidered that the thoughts and feelings of men are 
as diversified as their features, it cannot be a cause 
of surprise that we have heard such a variety of 
interpretations of the act of July, 1836, for the 
reorgunization of the Post Office Sapient. By 


applying the well-known rule of construction to 


| 


| 


| sure that all the advantages to be expected from 





| expended under each separate head. 





that act, the rule which requires such an interpre- 


tion to all its parts, he did not think it would be 
difficult to reconcile the contrariety of opinions 
which had been expressed upon the meaning of 
that act. By the first section, all moneys arising 
from collections under the administration of the 
Post Office Department, are required to be placed 
in the Treasury of the United States. By the 
second section, it is provided that disbursements 
shall be made under the specific heads embraced 
in the amendment now under consideration. 

By the third section itis required * that the ag- 
gregate sum required for the service of the Post 
Office Department,’’ in each year, shall be appro- 
priated out of the revenue of the Department, and 
that all payments of the receipts into the Treasury, 
| shall be to the credit of the said appropriation. 
The obvious import of this section is, that the 
| appropriation for the service of the Post Office De- 
partment shall be made in an ‘‘ aggregate sum,”’ 
and that the Treasury shall open a single account 
with it as such, as has been well said by the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, [Mr. Camprecenc.| By any other con- 
struction of the act of July, 1836, already referred 
to, the third section would be entirely ineffective 
and nugatory, when to the Treasury Department it 
| is direct and imperative in its plainest intent and 
meaning. The opposite construction of the act 
referred to must have been erroneously drawn 
from those portions of the second and twenty- 


to make to Congress an annual report ‘of the 
amounts actually expended”? under the specific 
heads therein set forth. 

It must be obvious, that upon a fair compari- 
son, neither the second nor twenty-third section 
conflicts in any respect with the provisions of the 
third, and that they are entirely consistent with 
the view which he had presented. 

In the discussion upon the amendment now un- 
der consideration, ithad been treated as a proposi- 
tion to make a gross appropriation without any 
specification whatever. This is not so, for-as- 
much as it specifies every head of disbursement 
authorized by the act of ee 1836. 

It is, therefore, a specific proposition, but not 
specific as the amendment adopted by the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of ha Viakea-eass 
does not set apart and define the precise sum to be 
But how 
| could the appropriation be made more specific, 
without endangering the operations of a Depart- 
ment so subject to constant change and extension 
as the Post Office Department is so well known to 
be, in all its branches of expenditure? 

This inconvenience and embarrassment canonly 
be prevented by intrusting the head of that De- 
partment with an extent of discretionary power 
which it would be manifestly improper to confide 
to any other Department of the Government. 

It may well be a question in what mode such dis- 
cretionary power may be most safely, and, at the 
sume time, most conveniently, confided. In the 
amendment under consideration, not only is the 
act of 1836 complied with, but the necessary dis- 
cretion conferred in amanner most consistent with 
the operations of the Department. The appropri- 
ation might be made with the specifications con- 


aggregate sum for contingencies, according as the 
expenditure under either specification may over- 
run the sum specially appropriated; or authority 
might be conferred on the Postmaster General to 
make transfers from one head of appropriation to 
another, as the exigencies of the public service 
may require; but either mode would confer upon 
that officer an equal measure of diseretion. But 
as the mode proposed in the amendment was, in 
his opinion, the most convenient, and, at the same 
time, in strict conformity to the provisions of the 
act of 1836, ithad his decided preference. He was 





the most specific form of appropriation which 
could be devised would be secured by that require- 
ment of the act of 1836, which makes it the duty 
of the Postmaster General to give an annual ac- 
count of his disbursements under each head speci- 
fied in that act. 
Mr. ROBERTSON wished the cnairman of the 
*Committee of Ways and Means to furnish the 


House with the specifications of the item for con- 





tation of a statute as shall give effect and opera- | 


tained in the original amendment, coupled with an* 


| 
| 


| 


| 


third sections, requiring the Postmaster General | 





| 











tingent or miscellaneous expenditures, because, 
if that gentleman could not do so, Mr. R. should 
move to strike it out. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that the gentle- 
man himself must be aware, that when the Depart- 
ments estimated for contingencies, it was because 
they could not specify the items, and if they could 
not how could it be expected that the Committee 
of Ways and Means could do so? 

To meet the objection of the gentleman from 
Indiana, Mr. C. modified his amendment by strik- 
ing from it the word ‘ each.”’ 

r. ROBERTSON said then, as the gentleman 
could furnish no explanation, he moved to strike 
out the item for miscellaneous expenses, 

The CHAIR stated that the amendment was not 
then in order. 

Mr. HARLAN drew the attention of the gen- 
tleman to the fact that eight more clerks were em- 
a in the Post Office Department than were 
authorized by the law of 1836. 

Mr. ROBERTSON did not know whether that 
extraclerk hire covered this miscellaneous item or 
not, 

Mr. McKAY referred to a subsequent law 
passed last session, authorizing the appointment of 
an additional number of clerks for the office of the 
Auditor, and that of the Postmaster General. Mr, 
McK. was as anxious as any other gentleman to 
make the appropriations for this Department spe- 
cific, if the same authority to make transfers, from 
one head of expenditures to another, that was pos- 
sessed by the heads of the other Departments; 
but this was expressly prohibited, or not given, 
by the law of 1836. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays on 
Mr. CaMBRELENG’s amendment; which were or- 
dered, and were—yeas 64, nays 66. 

So the amendment was rejected; and the ques- 
tion recurring on the amendment of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out the 
item for miscellaneous expenses: lost. 

‘The original amendment was then concurred in. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG then rose and expressed 
a hope that the House would order this bill to be 
engrossed to-night, and, as the Committee of 
Ways and Means would, it being the long session, 
report a supplementary bill, gentlemen who had 
amendments to offer he hoped would defer doing 
so till that bill came up. 

Mr, RARIDEN then moved to recommit the 
bill to a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with instructions to increase the ap- 
propriation for the contingent expenses of the 
House from $225,000 to $273,960, [so as to em- 
brace the books distributed to the members. } 

On taking the question, it resulted as follows: 
ayes 61, noes 58—no quorum. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said as this motion, if it 
prevailed, would postpone the bill for two months, 
it was desirable to have a full House; and he there- 
fore moved a call of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON inquired what the gentleman 
meant by saying the bill would be postponed for 
two months if this amendment should be adopted. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, because the 
Senate never had concurred in that amendment; 
and, in all probability, never would. 


The motion for a call of the House was disa- 
greed to. 


Mr. BOND then asked for the yeas and nays 
on Mr. Rariven's motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, as this was a ques- 
tion involving the delay of this important bill, he 
moved the House adjourn, but withdrew it at the 
request of Mr. BELL, who, on leave, submitted 
the following resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
report to this House, at as early aday as may be 
found practicable, the amount of Treasury notes 
issued under the authority of the act of the last 
session of Congress, and the amount of the same 
which has been received in payment of the public 
dues up to this time; also the amount of moneys 
received on account of the customs, and the public 
lands, during the last quarter of the year 1837, and 
during the first quarter of the present year, so far 
as the quarterly returns, or other information in 
possession of the Department may show; also, 


—— 
je 


what amount of moneys, of every description, 
available for the public service, now in the Treas- 
ury, or in the hands of receivers, liable to draft, 
and at what points deposited. 


Mr. BELL then renewed the motion to adjourn, 
and, it prevailing, 
The aes adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Sarurpay, March 24, 1838. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of Maine, relating to the improve- 
ment of Penobscot Bay: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the memorial of a 
citizen of Baltimore, praying the patronage of Con- 

ress for an improved steam engine which is not 
able to explosion; which, on motion of Mr. M., 
was referred to a select committee of five, to be 
appointed by the Chair. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 


The bill for the relief of Ann S. Heileman; 

The bill granting half pay and pensions to cer- 
tain widows; and 

The bill for the relief of James J. Patterson. 

The report of the Committee of Commerce un- 
favorable to the petition of the executor of J. Wil- 
liams, was considered and concurred in. 

The bill for the relief of Sutton Stephen was 
taken up, and after some remarks from Messrs. 
CLAY, of Alabama, and WHITE, was, on the 
motion of the latter, laid on the table. 

The following bills were severally read the sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to a third reading: 

_ The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy, of Mich- 
igan; 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Thos. W. Bacot, of Charleston, South Carolina; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Davis; and 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Budlong. 

The bill for the relief of William Baily, survivor 
of Baily and Long; and 

The bill for the relief of Bolitha Laws, were sev- 
erally taken up on their second readings, and, 
on motion of Mr. HUBBARD, indefinitely post- 
poned. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL. 


The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the Independent Treasury bill; and after a debate 
in which Messrs. SOUTHARD, WALL, TIP- 
TON, and CLAY took part. 

Mr. KING moved to amend the twenty-third 
section of the bill (gradually prohibiting the Gov- 
ernment from receiving bank notes at all) by 
placing the beginning of this gradual process in 
1839 instead of 1838, simply delaying the process 
one year. 


This amendment was carried by the following 
vote: 


YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Mer- 
rick, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, 
Walker, Wall, White, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—42. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Crit- 
tenden, Davis, Morris, Smith of Connecticut, 
Spence, and Webster—9. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Curn- 
BERT’s motion to strike out the 23d section, and 
it was carried—yeas 31, nays 21; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton,Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Fulton, Grundy, Knight, McKean, Merrick, 
Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of 
Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Pe ae eee hite,and Williams—31. 

AYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 






























jected—yeas 22, nays 30, as follows: 
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Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, || Crittenden, Davis, Fulton, Grundy, King, 


Walker, Wright, and Young—21. 


Mr. TIPTON then offered the following as an 
amendment, to come in as the 23d section: 


And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury be, and he hereby is, required and 


directed to adopt such measures as he may deem | 


necessary to cause, as soon as may be, all duties, | 
taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becom- 
ing payable to the United States, upon the sales 
of public lands or otherwise, to be collected and 
paid in the legal perreny of the United States, 
or in Treasury notes, as by law provided and de- 
clared, or in notes of beaks which are payable, 
and paid on demand, in the said legal currency of 
the United States. Nosuch duties, taxes, or sums 
of money accruing or becoming payable to the 
United States, as aforesaid, ought to be collected 
or received otherwise than in the legal currency 
of the United States, or in Treasury notes, or in 
notes of banks which are payable and paid on 
demand, in the said legal currency of the United 
States. 

After a debate, in which the amendment was 
supported by Messrs. TIPTON and RIVES, and 
opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, SEVIER, 
BENTON, and WALKER, the question was 
taken on Mr. Tipron’s motion, and it was re- 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, 
Merrick, Nicholas, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles,Smith of Indiana, Southard Spence, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Webster,and W hite-22. 

NAYS—Messrs.Allen, Ben ton,Brown,Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun,Clay of Alabama,Cuthbert, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
Morris, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—30. 


Mr. WEBSTER then submitted an amendment 
in lieu of the 23d section, which was stricken out, 
providing that it shall not be lawful for the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to make, or continue in force, 
any general order which shall make any difference 
as to the money or medium of paymert in which 
the debts or dues to the Government, accruing in 
either branch of the revenue, may be paid or dis- 
charged. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
CALHOUN, WEBSTER, WALKER, and 
KING, 

Mr. BENTON moved to amend the amendment 
of Mr. Wessrer, by adding the following: 

Nor shall there be any didersass as to the cre- 
dit or time of payment which shall be allowed be- 
tween the sales of public lands and the payment of 
duties on imports, or in the kind of security which 
shall be required. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
KING, and BUCHANAN, 

Mr. YOUNG suggested a modification of Mr. 
Benton’s motion, which was accepted by the lat- 
ter, as follows: 

Provided, That the amount receivable in pay- 
ment of the customs, and all other public dues, 
shall be paid in cash, as in the case of the sales of 
the public lands. . 

After some remarks from Messrs. BENTON, 
WALKER, BUCHANAN, and DAVIS, 

The question was taken on Mr. Benton’s mo- 
tion as modified by Mr. Young, and it was re- 
jected—yeas 8, nays 43, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Linn, Morris, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Smith of Conn., and Young—8. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Clay of Ken- 
tukcy, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Davis, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, 
Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Rob- 
iason, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, South- 
ard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Webster, White, Wil- 
liams, and Wright—43. 


The question was next taken on Mr. Wes- 
STER’s motion, and it was carried—yeas 37, nays 
14, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clay of Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 


} 
| 
















| Knight, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Nor- 
| vell, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robin- 
son, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, 
| Spence, Swift,'Tallmadge, Tipton, Trotter, Walk- 
er, Webster, White, Williams, and Young—37. 


NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, 


Cuthbert, Hubbard, Linn, Lumpkin, Morris, 
Niles, Pierce, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Wall, and Wright—14. 


After some remarks from Mr. CALHOUN, the 


question was taken on ordering the bill to be en- 
| grossed, as amended, for a third reading, and it 
was decided in the affirmative—yeas 27, nays 25, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay 


of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 
of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, 
Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 


Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Grundy, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, 
madge, Tipton, Webster, and White—25. 


all- 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 26, 1838. 
Petitions and memorials being the business of 


the day, were called for in the order of Territo- 
ries and States, and were presented as follows, 
viz: from 


Wisconsin. 
Mr. JONES. 
[Mr. Jones presented petitions praying for the 


construction ofa harbor at Milwaukee, Wis. Ter.; 
for the passage of a preémption law to occupants 
of the public lands; foragrant of land toimprove 
the navigation of Fox river; for a mail route. A 


stition praying a grant of land for the use of the 


D 

Phileadtan College, in Wisconsin Territory. A 
petition praying for the establishment of a post 
route. A petition praying for a grant of land to 
improve the Fox river. 
zens of the town of Dubuque, on the subject of 


A resolution of the citi- 


the establishment of certain post routes in Wis- 
consin Territory.) 
Florida. 


Mr. DOWNING. 
Michigan. 

Mr. CRARY. 

(Mr. Crary presented a joint resolution of the 
Legislature of Michigan, for a donation of land 
for the construction of a ship canal around the 
falia of St. Mary; with a survey of the same, by 
John Almy,esq. Also,certain papers in relation 
to the harbor at the mouth of the Clinton river 
and the mouth of the St. Clair river. } 

Minois. 
Messrs. SNYDER and CASEY. 
(Mr. Snyper presented the petition of Isaac 
Miller and Philip Catner, of Union County, Ill.,. 
praying Congress to authorize them to relocate 
two tracts of land entered by mistake. 

Mr. Casey presented a claim in favor of John 
F. Draper, postmaster at Salem, Il!., stating that 
the mail arrives and departs at that place sixty 
times per week, and that his compensation as post- 
master amounts to nine dollars per quarter, and 
asks a reasonable compensation for his services: 


referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.} 
Ohio. 


Messrs. MORRIS, WHITTLESEY, HAR- 
PER, BOND, WEBSTER, KILGORE, LEAD- 
BETTER, and GOODE. 

(Mr. Wessten presented the petition of the trus- 
tees of Oxford township, praying Congress to 
grant the township a section for the support of 
common schools, in lieu of section sixteen, granted 
by Congress to Miami University. 

Mr. Hanpeenr presented the petition of the Rev. 
Wm. H. Beecher, and 125 other citizens of the 
county of Muskingum, Ohio, in relation to the 
late duel.} 











Tennessee. 


LIAMS, CAMPBELL, and TURNEY. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


Messrs. MASON, JOHNSON, MORGAN, 
STEWART, DROMGOOLE, ROBERTSON, 
HOPKINS, and MERCER. 

{Mr. Jounson presented a petition from sundry 
ciuizens of Wood and Lewis counties, Virginia, 
praying for the establishment of a post route. ] 


Maryland. 
Messrs. WORTHINGTON and HOWARD. 


j 


Delaware. 
Mr. MILLIGAN. 
Pennsylvania. 
Messrs. MceCLURE, KEIM, PLUMER, | 


HENRY, WAGENER, NAYLOR, MAT- 
THIAS, MORRIS, SERGEANT, SHEFFER, 


[Mr. Keim presented a petition of sundry citi- 
zens of Litiz, T cscuated county, Pa., praying an 
investigation into the cause of the late duel; which, 
on motion, was referred to the select committee 
on that subject. 

Mr. Lienry presented the petition of 122 citi- 
zens of Beaver and Mercer counties, Pa., praying 
for an investigation into the cause of the late duel 
that resulted in the death of the Hon. J. H. Cu- 
LEY, and that measures may be taken to prevent 
the murderous practice of duelling in future; and, 
on motion, it was referred to the special commit- 


tee on that subject. Also,a petition of 56 citizens | 


of Mercer county, on the same subject: referred 
to the same committee. Also, the petition of the 
heirs of Hugh Mearns, deceased, who was an | 
ensign in the Pennsylvania line in the Revolu- | 
tionary war, praying for commutation under the | 
resolve of Congress: on motion, referred to thee | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. Hammonp presented a petition in favor of | 
the establisinment of a mail route from Caledonia, | 
in Clearfield county, Pa., through part of Lycom- | 
ing county, to Condersport,in Potter county: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads. Also, the petition of Elizabeth Weitzel, of | 
Sunbury, Pa., widow of John Weitzel, deceased, 
for aid on account of services rendered during 
the Revolutionary war: referred to the Commit- 
tee of Revolutionary Claims. Also, the proceed- 
ings of a meeting, and a memorial from citizens 
of Lewisburg, Pa., on the subject of the late 
duel: referred to the select committee on that sub- 
ject. 

Mr. Maruias Morais presented the petition of | 
Caleb Clothier and 33 others, citizens of the city | 
and county of Philadelphia, asking Congress not | 
to admit any new State into the Union whose | 
constitution tolerates slavery. 

Mr. Suerrer presented the memorial of James | 
Wilson, and one hundred and one other citizens of 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania, praying for anin- | 
vestigation of the late duel which resulted in the | 
death of the Hon. Jonaruan CiLcey, late a mem- | 
ber of the House of Representatives, and that effi- | 
cient means may be adopted to puta stop in future | 

' 
| 





to such a murderous practice; which, on motion 
of Mr. Suerrer, was referred to the select com- 
mittee to which that subject is referred. 

Mr. McCuvre presented the memorial of a 
number of citizens, inhabitants of lckesburg,in the | 
county of Perry, Pennsylvania, praying Congress | 
to investigate the late duel, and adopt such meas- | 
ures relative to those concerned in itas the offended 
dignity of the country demands: referred to the | 
select committee on that subject. Also, certain | 
documents relative to a post route from Mexico to | 
Waterford, in Juniata county, Pennsylvania: re- | 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. Also, rnoved the reference to the | 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims of the peti- | 





tion and documents of John Smith, a soldier of the || 


Revolution; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Porrer presented the following memorials | 
and petitions: Memorials of the citizens of Hol- | 
lidaysburg on the subject of the selection of a site | 
for the national foundry. Also, memorials on the 





Georgia. 
Virginia. 


TOLLAND, POTTER, and HAMMOND. 
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subject of prohibiting dueling in the District of 
Columbia. Also, several petitions from citizens of 
|} Huntingdon co., against the annexation of Texas. 
Also, the memorial of John Hasson, and 152 
others, citizens of Centre county, for a law to pro- 





hibit duelling within the District of Columbia: | 


referred to the-select committee on the subject.) 


New Jersey. 


Messrs. HALSTEAD,RANDOLPH,STRAT- 
TON, and AYCRIGG. 


New York. 


Messrs. CAMBRELENG, GRANT, BIRD- 
SALL, DE GRAFF, RUSSELL, PRENTISS, 
SPENCER, FILLMORE, MARVIN, BROD- 
HEAD, MITCHELL, BICKNELL, JONES, 
ANDREWS, VANDERVEER, HOFFMAN, 
SIBLEY, FOSTER, GALLUP, PATTERSON, 
and CHILDS. 

{Mr. Grant presented the petition of 61 inhab- 
itants of the town of Richland, Oswego county, 
New York, praying an inquiry into the expedi- 
ency of repairing and arming the military posi- 
tions at Oswego village: which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. Spence presented the memorial of Luther 
Stark and 164 other citizens of the town of Fort 
Covington, State of New York, praying for the 
expulsion of certain members of this House who 
were concerned in the tragical death of the Hon. 
JonaTHan Citvey, late a member of this House 
from the State of Maine, giving their reasons in 
detail why their prayerought to be granted. Also, 
one other, of Otis Young and 66 other citizens of 
the city of Pittsburg, in the State of Pennsylva- 
nia, on the same subject: referred to the select 
committee on that subject. 

Mr. N. Jones presented the resolutions of the 
citizens of Cornwall, in the State of New York, 
praying Congress to enact such laws as shall here- 
after prevent, as far as possible, the practice of 
dueling by members of their own body, or b 
the citizens of Washington. Also, the proceed- 
ings and resolutions of a large meeting of the cit- 
izens of Newburg and its vicinity, in the State of 
New York, in reference to the late duel near the 
city of Washington, praying Congress to enact 
proper penal ordinances against principals, sec- 
onds, and abettors in duels originating within 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Bickne t presented a petition to establish 
a post route from Norwich, Chenango county, 
New York, through Smyrna, Earlville, Poolville, 
East Hamilton, North Brookfield, Sangerfield 
Centre to Waterville, Oneida county. Also, the 
proceedings of a large and respectable meeting of 
the citizens of Madison county, convened at Can- 
astota, expressing their opinion relative to the 
late duel, and praying Congress to expel all con- 
cerned in that transaction. 

Mr. Birpsacu presented theSproceedings of a 
public meeting of the inhabitants of the South Jury 
district of Seneca county, New York, without dis- 
tinction of party, held at the court-house in that 
district, on the 13th day of March, 1838, of which 
the Hon. Jonas Seely was chairman, Henry 
Limpson, William T. Johnson, John Kelley Geo. 
C. Beach, and Henry Schooley, ra. were vice- 
presidents; and the Hon, William Thompson and 
Maj. Gen. Himrod were secretaries; called for the 
purpose of taking into consideration the duel be- 
tween the late Mr. Citrey and Mr.Graves,andex- 
pressing their sentiments thereon; which, on mo- 
tion of Mr. B. was referred to the select committee 
having that subject under consideration. Mr. B. 
also presented the memorial of Jared Van Vieet 
and others, inhabitants of Seneca county, New 
York, praying the interposition of Congress in 


|| reference to the late duel between Mr. Cittey 


and Graves; which, on motion of Mr. B. was 
referred to the select committee having that sub- 
ject before it. 

Mr. Bropueap presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a meeting of a large number of cit- 
izens of the town of Bloomingburg, in the county 
of Sullivan, New York, against the practice of 
duelling. Also,a petition from said county pray- 
ing that a law may be passed to vacate the seats 
of any members of the House of Congress that 
may be engaged in any duel, directly or indirectly, 


\|*hereafter. 


Mr. Anprews presented the petition of A. 8. 





Palmer and others, asking the expulsion from this 
House, of the persons engaged in the late duel. 
Also the petition of John Moore of Steuben county 
N. Y. for an increase of pension. ; 

Mr. DeGrarrF presented the memorials of Ichiel 
J. Miller, 405 others; Ezra Willson, 140 others; 
Wn. H. Satterbe, 44 others; Moses Haynes, 86 
others; Stephen Vernan, 85 others; Seth Whalen, 
105 others; Henry E. Barrett, 99 others; Seth W. 
Higgins, 45 others; Solomon Brown, 75 others; 
James G. Stebbins, 84 others;John A. Casey, 86 
others; Robert Forbes, 62 others, all inhabitants 
of Saratoga county, N. Y. praying the interposi- 
tion of Congress in reference to the late deal. 

Mr. DeG. also presented a memorial of William 
McCamusand 202 others, inhabitants of Schenec- 
tady, praying against the sub-Treasury, and in 
favor of a national bank. 

Mr. Prart presented the petition of 150 inhabit- 
ants for a mail route from Pine Plains, through 
the towns of Gallatin, Ancram, and Copake, to the 
village of Hillsdale, in the county of Columbia, in 
the State of New York. Also,a like petition, pray- 
ing fora mail route from Malden, in the county of 
Ulster, through Wynkopsville, to Irvingville, in 
the county of Greene, and State of New York; re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. Also,a resolution for a post route. 

Mr. Gatuup presented the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Rensselaerville, New York, 
praying Congress to pass a law against dueling. 
Also, the petition of 97 persons and firms con- 
cerned in the navigation of the Hudson river, pray- 
ing for the erection of a light-house between Cats- 
kill and Athens, in the State of New York.) 

Vermont. 

Messrs. EVERETT, ALLEN, SLADE, and 
HALL. 

{Mr. ALLen presented the petition of Joseph 
Soule and thirty-eight others, citizens of the town 
of Fairfield, in the State of Vermont, on the sub- 
ject of the late duel: referred to the select commit- 
tee having that subject under consideration. Also, 
the petition athasl Ybempacs, praying compensa- 
tion for property used by the United States during 
the last war: referred to the Committee of Claims. ] 


Connecticut. 


Messrs. TOUCEY and PHELPS. 

(Mr. Puexps presented the petition of Bissell 
Hinsdale and sundry other inhabitants of Win- 
chester, Connecticut, praying against the passage 
of the sub-Treasury bill and in favor of a national 
bank. Also, the petition of Daniel Coe and wey 
three others, legal voters of the county of Litch- 
field, praying that all such members of Congress 
as had anything to do with the late duel may be 
expelled, and that Congress may pass an act pun- 
ishing with imprisonment for life any persons who 
may hereafter be concerned in the givin or re- 
ceiving of a challenge to fight a duel in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. ] 


Massachusetts. 


Messrs. CALHOUN, GRENNELL, CUSH- 
ING, PHILLIPS, and ADAMS. 


New Hampshire. 
Messrs. WILLIAMS and CUSHMAN. 
Maine. 


Messrs. SMITH, FAIRFIELD, NOYES, 
ANDERSON, and EVANS. ‘ 

(Mr. Farrrietp presented the following peti- 
tions upon the subject of the late duel, which were 
referred to the selectcommittee having that subject 
under consideration: Ezra Cunningham and 52 
others, citizens of Edgecomb; Philo Clark and 32 
others, citizens of Maine; Daniel Kendrick and 139 
others, citizens of Newcastle and Nobleboro, all 
in the State of Maine. Also, the petition of Simon 
Ross and others, for a new mail route from Alfred 
to Newfield, through Waterboro and Shapleigh, 
Maine. : 

Mr. Anperson presented the following peti- 
tions; Robert Moor and 90 others, citizens of Cor- 
nisa; Cyrus Hewes and 30 others of Hermon; 


Thomas Bradley and 20 cthers of Hermon; Ben- 
jamin Guptial and 16 others of Hermon; Gabriel 
Dennis and 30 others of Liberty; Alonzo Emery 
and 34 others of Hampden; J. Waldron and 51 
others of Clinton; James Blanchard and 70 others 
of Prospect; John H. Jarvis and 49 others of Cas- 
tine; Joseph Gilman and 88 others of Dixmont; 











all of the State of Maine, praying for an investi- 

tion into the circumstances of the late duel; 
which were referred to the selectcommittee. Also, | 
the petition of Right Stockwell and 42 others, for | 
the establishment of a mail route from East Eding- | 
tonto West Edington, in the State of Maine; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads.) 

Petitions were further presented, on leave, by 
Mr. SHEPARD, of North Carolina, Mr. MAL- 
LORY of Virginia, Mr. MAY of Illinois, Mr. 
BEIRNE of Vitewin, and Mr. JOHNSON of 
Louisiana. 

On motion of Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a post route from 
Pennsville, in Morgan county, by way of Ches- 
terfield, in Marion township, in Athens county, 
to Plymouth, in Washington county. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from 
Smithville, in the county of De Kalb, to Man- 
chester, in Coffee county, Tennessee. 


On motion of Mr. OGLE, 

Resolved, that the Secretary of State of the 
United States be directed to communicate to this 
House the names of all ministers, and other dip- 
lomatic agents of the United States, in foreign 
countries on the 4th of March, 1829; the names 
and grade of all who have been recalled since that 
date; the names, grade, and date of subsequent 
appointments; the several periods of service of 
the persons so appointed; the sum allowed to each 
for such service respectively, as wellas the amount 
of contingent expenses paid to each. 


On motion of Mr. CALHOON of Kentucky, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- 
potieney ofestablishing a post route from Greens- 
urg to Edminston, in Kentucky. 
On motion of Mr. DAVIES, 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Build- 
ings and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of leasing the public grounds west of 
the Capitol, within the District of Columbia, to 
such person or persons as shall agree, for the short- 
est period of time, to inclose with good and sub- 
stantial fences, drain, level, and place the several 
lots under grass. 


On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL of Tennessee, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency ofestablishing a post route from With- 
ers’s Cross Roads, in Smith county, Tennessee, 
—— by Isaac Pipkin’s, Reuben Roork’s and 
rey Cook’s, to Scottsville. 


On motion of Mr. HALL, of Vermont, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into. the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Wil- 
mington, in the State of Vermont; to Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. SERGEANT, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of encouraging and aid- 
ing meteorological observations throughout the 
United States. 

On motion of Mr. PRATT, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
eapetions _of establishing a post route from the 
village of Gilboa, in the county of Scoharie, to the 
town of Prattsville, in the county of Green, to the 
town of Middletown, by way of Fly Brook, in the 
county of Delaware and State of New York. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
propriety of establishing a mail route from Athens, 


thecounty seat of Izard county, Arkansas, to Van 


Buren, Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals inquire into the expediency of granting each 
alternate section of land for the purpose of aiding 
in the construction of acanal, four miles in length, 
between the Falls of Rock river and the Missiasip- 
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i, commencing at Milan, on the Mississippi'river, 


in Rock Island county, and terminating at Sugar 
Hill Point. 


On motion of Mr. CONNOR, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Lin- 
colnton, North Carolina, via Haylesville, Spring’s 
Mills, Erasmus Post Office, to Yorkville, South 
Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. HEROD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reporting a bill authorizing the Legislature of 
the State of Indiana to sell and convey, according 
to the provisions of the act,entitled an act to author- 
ize the Legislature of the State of Indiana to sell 
and convey certain lands granted to said State for 
the use of the people thereof, approved, July 3, 
1832, section 32, in township nine, north of range 
two, east of the Jeffersonville District. Thesame 
having been reserved from sale by the President 
of the United States, for the use of section 31, 
township and range aforesaid, as a salt spring 
reserve; and which said section 32, township nine, 
north of range two east, was omitted in the act 
referred to, 


On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be and they are hereby instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of passing a law to indemnify the 
heirs and representatives of General Nathaniel 
Taylor, late of East Tennessee, deceased for his 
property destroyed by the Chickasaw Indians, in 
the year 1800. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, required to communicate to the House 
of Representatives, all the information in the pos- 
session or power of his Department, relative to the 
destruction of property of the late General Na- 
thaniel Taylor, of East Tennessee, deceased, by 
the Chicksaw Indians, within the limits of their 
nation. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested 
to communicate to this House the aggregate num- 
ber of each denomination of pensioners now pay- 
able at the several agencies under his Department, 
with the aggregate rete eee reettee semi- 
annually to make payment at each agency; also, 
the names of pensioners who have been added to 
the roll of each agent, and of all who have died or 
been dropped off by the Commissioner of Pensions, 
since the last report of the pensioners’ names fur- 
nished to this body. Also, a list of agents, the 
dates of their several appointments, the amounts 
and description of funds remitted to or placed in 
charge of each agent, since the 4th day of March, 
1833, and the authority under which said remit- 
tances were made, or funds so placed. Also, a 
list of the several balances of unpaid pensions, 
and to whom due, at the several agencies; and 
the several balances of unexpended public money, 
reported to the Department, or known to be re- 
maining in the hands of pension agent at the close 
ofeach fiscal year, since the said 4th day of March, 
1833, to the present. 

On motion of Mr. GRAVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Of- 
fice and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of establishing a post route from 
Sicularilie, Kantnetey to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 
by the way of Jeffersontown, Taylorsville, and 
Bloomfield. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions inquire into the expediency of pay- 
ing to Thomas Ramsay, of Kentucky, arrearages 
of a pension claimed by him to be due. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachu- 
setts, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means consider the expediency of providing for 
the importation of stationery, duty of and upon 
the same footing with picturesand busts in marble. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill for the 
relief of Samuel Milligan; which was read twice 


and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
to-day. 
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REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the re- 


i lief of Wm. Mattison. 


On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, the 
House took up the Senate’s amendment to the 
bill in relation to the United States Courts in 
Western Virginia, and on Mr.G.’s motion, after 
a few words from him and Messrs. BEIRNE and 
MALLORY, it was disagreed to. 

The House then proceeded to the orders of the 
day. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the names of the deposit banks, which 
had availed themselves of the benefits of the act 
of the 12th of October last, which was laid on the 
table. 

Sundry bills from the Senate on the Speaker's 
table were taken up, read twice, and referred to 
their appropriate standing committees. 

The bill to provide for the construction of the 
Cumberland road through the towns of Salem and 
Louisburg, in the State of Ohio, was read the third 
time and passed. 

CIVIL LIST. 


The House then resumed the consideration of 
the ‘* bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 
1838,’ the question being on the motion of Mr, 
RARIDEN to recommit the bill to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, with in- 
structions to increase the item for the contingent 
expenses of the House from $225,000 to $273,960, 
(so as to cover the purchase of certain books to 
be distributed among the members.) 

Mr. RARIDEN moved a call of the House: re- 
fused. 

Mr, WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, opposed 


the proposed appropriation. 

r. CAM BRELENG raised the point of order 
under the 63d rule. 

The CHAIR ruled it to be in order. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG took an appeal. 

The 63d rule is in the following words: ** No 
appropriation shall be reported in such general 
appropriation bills, or be in order as an amend- 
ment thereto, for any ex venditure not prewowny 
authorized by law;”’ and under this rule, Mr. C, 
contended, no law having been passed authoria- 
ing this appropriation, it was not in order as an 
amendment. 

There was also another ground of objection 
taken by Mr. C, Since the year 1830 the House 
had invariably adopted a proviso prohibiting the 
money appropriated for the contingent expenses 
of the House from being applied to any others 
purpose than its ordinary expenditures. 

here was also another objection. The amend- 
ment embraced an appropriation contained in an- 
other special bill before the House. 

The CHAIR reaffirmed his decision on the 
ground that the amendment contained nothing 
from which he could be justified in drawing an 
inference that it contemplated the purchase of 
books, 

Mr. HOWARD hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw the appeal, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG did so for the purpose 
of having a direct vote on the proposition. Ifit 
was agreed to, he was still of the opinion that the 
bill would be delayed till July, for the Senate had 
always withheld its consent to such an appropri- 
ation, and the Chair and the House must take the 
responsibility of its delay, for the Committee of 
Ways and Means could not. 

r. CUSHMAN, in order, he said, to bring 
the House to a vote, moved the previous question, 
but the House did not second it, only 47 voting 
for it. 

The question on Mr. Ranipen’s motion was 
then taken, and decided in the negative—yeas 71, 
nays 96. 

o the motion to commit was decided in the 
negative. 

r. REED then renewed the amendment 
moved by him in Committee of the Whole, for 
building, rebuilding, and completing light-houses 
in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and New York, $52,040. : 

Mr. INGHAM moved to amend this amend- 
ment, as follows: ‘ 

Next after the word “ completing,”’ in the sec- 
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ond line of the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Reep, insert light-houses; monuments, and beacon 
lights, as follows: 

In Maine.—For placing monuments on Fort 
Point ledge, Adams’s ledge, and Buck ledge, in 
Penobscot river, $1,300, in addition to the sum of 
$3,000, appropriated by act of 3d March, 1837. 

In Massachusetts.—For two small beacon lights 
on the north side of Nantucket island, in addition 
to the sum of §500 heretofore appropriated, the 
sum of $2,100. 

Fora light-house on Mayo beach, in Well Fleet 
bay, in addition to $1,000 heretofore appropriated, 
the sum of $4,000. 


In Connecticut.—For rebuilding the light-house 
at Lynde Point, in addition to the sum of $5,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $1,200. 

Fora sea wall to preserve the light-house at Fair 
Weather island, in addition to the sum of $5,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $3,000. 


In New York.—For placing a beacon on Ro- 
mers shoal, near Sandy Hook, in addition to the 
sum of $15,000 heretofore appropriated, the sum 
of $10,000. 

or « light-house on Esopus Meadows, on the 
Hudson river,.in addition to $3,000 heretofore 
rerepraee’. the sum of $3,000. 
_ For a light-house on Cedar Island, Sag Harbor, 
in addition to $1,000 heretofore appropriated, the 
sum of $4,000. 


In Ohio.—For securing the foundation of the 
light-house on Turtle Island, in addition to $8,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $7,000. 


In Louisiana.—For a beacon-light at or near the 
south-east pass of Vermillion Bay, in addition to 
the sum of $5,000 heretofore appropriated, the 
sum of $10,000. 


In Michigan.—For a light-house at the mouth 
of Kalamazoo river, in addition to the sum of 
$5,000 heretofore appropriated, the sum of $1,000. 


In Wisconsin Territory.—For a light-house at 
the mouth of Milwaukee, in addition to $5,000 
heretofore appropriated, the sum of $1,000. 

For a light-house at the mouth of Manitonic 
river, in addition to $5,000 heretofore appropri- 
ated, the ‘sum of $1,000. 

For a light-house at Chippewayan, in addition 
to $5,000 heretofore appropriated, the sum of 
$1,000. 

For a light-house at the mouth of Root river, 
in addition to the sum of $5,000 heretofore appro- 
priated, the sum of $1,000. 

Mr. REED accepted this as a modification. 

The amendment was discussed by Messrs. 
REED, WHITTLESEY of Ohio, INGHAM, 
in its support, and by Mr. CAMBRELENG in 
opposition to it. 

Mr. CUSHMAN then rose, and said he hoped 
the House would not adopt this amendment, and, 
in order to cut it off, he moved the previous ques- 
tion; which was seconded by the House—ayes 72, 
noes 57. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked for the 
_ and nays on oe the main question, 

ut they were refused, and the main question was 
ordered, and then put and agreed to without a di- 
vision; so the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading to-day. 

The bill having been engrossed in the interim, 
was put on its third reading. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, then moved to 
recommit it to the Committee of the Whole on 
the atate of the Union, with instructions to strike 
from it all the clauses for additional clerk hire. 

Upon this question Mr. G., after some few 
remarks, called for the yeas and nays, but they 
were not ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG gave a detailed statement 
of the items, which he showed to be in consequence 
of the necessity of carrying out laws passed by 
Congress. A law was passed to execute which the 
head of a Department or bureau was compelled to 
employ additional clerk hire, and it was better to 

rovide for this additional force temporarily, or as 
ong as the duties under the law were necessary, 
than to authorize the appointment of permanent 
clerks, who might have nothing to do when the law 
ceased. It was with this view that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had reported these items, 
and they had rigidly investigated each case. 

Mr. GARLAND withdrew a part of his instruc- 
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tions, but he still contended that the discretion 
assumed by the Departments in these extra ap- 
pointments should be further restrained. They 
should not be permitted to be the sole judges 
whether additional clerks were necessary or not, 
and the object of his motion was to restrain them 
from the irresponsible exercise of that power. 

Mr. CONNOR then demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded—ayes 69, noes 57, 
and the main question ordered, put, and agreed 
to without a division. 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion, the Ronn adjourned. 

Mr. GOODE, on leave, yesterday presented a 
eaogeeng from certain citizensin the vicinity of Sa- 
em, in Montgomery county, and Lewisburg, in 
Preble county, Ohio, praying that the superin- 
tendent of the National road in Ohio may be au- 
thorized to examine and resurvey that part of said 
road, so as to run through Salem and Lewisburg, 
if it proves to be a good location, and it is practi- 
cable without a material increase of distance, or 
vg epee of expense. 

r. Goope accompanied the petition with the 
following statementin substance: That the object 
of this petition was not to open the old question of 
change of the National road, but for the single pur- 
pose of authorizing an examination of the route 
through Salem and Lewisburg, and for no other 
pereeee whatever; and thatthe bill (should a bill 

e reported) will be confined to that object alone, 
without permitting any other deviation from the 
road as at present located; and if it cannot be 
poone at the present session, so as to cause no de- 
ay, the billis to be withdrawn at the close of this 
session, 80 as not to retard the progress of the 
work. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, March 26, 1838. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
sundry citizensof New York, Eris Congress 
to pass a law to suppress dueling; laid on the 
table and printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
121 citizens of the county of Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania, praying Congress to passa law prohibitin 
persons who may hereafter be engaged in a due 
from holding office under the Government of the 
United States; laid on the table and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, the memorial of sundry citizens of Phila- 
delphia, praying for the immediate abolition of 
slavery, and the slave trade, in those Territories 
of the United States in which it exists: the motion 
to receive this petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the proceedings 
of a meeting held in Rensselaer county, New 
York, remonstrating against the Independent 
Treasury and Bill, praying for the establishment 
of a National Bank: laid on the table. 

Mr. KING presented the memorials of Joshua 
Kennedy, and of the heirs of Wm. E. Kennedy, 
praying confirmation of titles to tracts of land de- 
rived under Spanish grants: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, presented the petition 
of a number of the citizens of Gainesville, Sumpter 
county, Alabama, praying the establishment of 
a direct and continuous mail coach line from Tus- 
caloosa, the seat of Government in Alabama, 
by way of Gainesville, to Jackson, the seat of 
Government in Mississippi: which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. C. also presented the memorial of the Trus- 
tees of the Irwinton Academy, Alabama, askin 
an appropriation of land to aid that institution an 
the cause of education: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the proceedings and 
resolutions of a town meeting held at Wilmington, 
Delaware, against the Independent Treasury bill, 
and in favor ofa National Bank: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of the 
heirs of James CaldWell, chaplain in the army of 
the Revolution: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Ciaims. 

Also, the petition of 130 citizens of Essex county, 
New Jersey, opposed to the Independent Treas- 
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ury,and praying the establishment of a Nati 
Bank: laid on the table. ome 

Also, the memorial of the masters in the Navy 
of the United States, praying for increase of pay— 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the heirs-at-law of John 
Law, praying for the confirmation of aclaim toa 
tract of Jand in Arkansas—referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, the memorial of Nathaniel Amory, pray- 
ing for confirmation of his claim to a tract of land— 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 


CHEROKEE TREATY. 


Mr.SOUTHARD also presented the memorial 
of John Ross and others, a delegation of the Cher- 
okee tribe of Indians, praying Congress to an- 
nul the late Cherokee treaty; and after a debate, 
in which Messrs. SOUTHARD, LUMPKIN, 
CLAY of Alabama, KING, and GRUNDY, took 


art, 

rs Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial, ad- 
dressed to Congress, and signed by the deputa- 
tion of the Cherokee Indians now in Washing- 
ton, making representations and complaints in 
regard to their situation under the late alleged 
treaty, and praying Congress in some mode to 
interfere for their relief. 

Also,a memorial against the enforcement of the 
treaty, directly from the Cherokee nation, with 
the signatures of 15,665 persons of that nation. 

Mr. 8S, moved that these memorials be printed, 
and referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said: Mr. President, | must 
express my deep regret at the introduction of this 
subject here by the Senator from New Jersey, 
(Mr.SourHarp.] Eventoentertain,and discuss 
this subject here, at this time, is pregnant with 
much mischief. But the subject being thus far 
forced upon the attention of the Senate, I wish to 
give to it that direction which will be productive 
of the least mischief, which will be, to lay the 
whole subject on the table, with an understanding 
that it will not again be taken up by the Senate. 

It is proper, however, that, before I make this 
motion, I should ask the ear of the Senate, while I 
explain, in a brief manner, why the Senate should, 
in a prompt and decisive manner, put to rest all 
hopes and expectations of the Cherokee people, 
that John Ross can effect the slightest change in 
the determination of any branch of the Federal 
Government, to execute the Cherokee treaty of 
1835. Neither would 1 wish to make this motion, 
to the preclusion of other gentlemen who may de- 
sire to say something on this subject. 

Sir, this Cherokee treaty, which is the subject- 
matter of complaint with John Ross and his frends, 
who are now in hearing of my voice, was negotia- 
ted by a highly qualified and competent delegation 
of the Cherokee people, in the latter part of the 
year 1835. Inthe Sealy port of the year 1836, the 
treaty was thoroughly discussed in this Senate, 
and received its ratification in due form. More- 
over, the large appropriations necessary to carry 
it into effect were discussed in both branches of 
Congress, in the face of the opposition of Mr. Ross 
and his political friends, and received the sanction 
of Congress. From that time the execution of 
the treaty commenced, and has progressed with as 
much success as could be expected, under all the 
opposing circumstances. Mr. Ross and his asso- 
ciates have not been able to keep back the intel- 
ligent portion of the Cherokee people from acced- 
ing to the terms of the treaty, and becoming re- 
cipients underits provisions. Yes, sir, nine tenths 
of the intelligent Cherokees have emigrated to the 
West, under the provisions of this treaty, or are 
preparing to go. ; 

Among the emigrants, Fos will find Andrew 
Ross, the brother of John; Thomas F. Taylor, the 
son of Richard Taylor, who is now here as one of 
John Ross’s delegation; and John Gunter, the 
brother of the Gunters who are now here aiding 
John Ross in his projects of mischief. Yes, sir, 
the nearest and most of the connections of these 
very men have not se * agg a to this treaty, and 
are now settled inthe West, happy and contented, 
but have corresponded with me and assured me 
of their satisfaction with their change of residence. 
Indeed, sir, they are now zealous friends of the 
treaty, although, at the time of its formation, Tay- 
lor and others were violently opposed to it. 
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There is no difficulty in regard to executing this 
treaty with the intelligent portion of the Cherokee 
people, except what has been “arene by this 
man John Ross, who claims to be principal chief 
of the Cherokee people, and his pliable delegation 
now here. The opposing Indians, now, are igno- 
rant and uninformed, and these would long since 
have cheerfully yielded and have emigrated but 
for the wicked and mischievous operations of this 
man John Ross and his immediate associates. 

Since the ratification of the treaty I presume 
this man Ross has spent more than one half of his 
time in and about this place, under the pretense of 
doing something which would abrogate or change 
this treaty. Unfortunately he has been permitted 
to hold too much correspondence with the Exec- 
utive officers of this Govornment, and received too 
much countenance from members of Congress, 
which has been calculated to keep up the delusion 
that the treaty would not be executed without his 
consent or approbation. Sir, I have been inti- 
mately connected with this ee I have been 
in a position, in connection with the execution of 
this treaty, which enables me to understand things 
as they actually exist; and but for thisman Ross 
and his aiders and abettors these unfortunate 
Cherokees would now have been quietly enjoying 
the benefits of this most liberal and beneficent 
treaty at their settled homes in the West. Hun- 
dreds and thousands of these people are this day 
passively waiting to receive the permission of Ross 
to leave their present abodes and go West. Whole 
neighborhoods of the Cherokees have repeatedly 
made up their minds to yield to the treaty, and 
commenced making their preparations accord- 
ingly, when news would go from John Ross and 
his associates here that Ross was negotiating a 
new treaty; that the present treaty was undergo- 
ing modification or change, and the Indians urged 
not to yield to the present treaty or to the advice 
of the agents of the Government engaged in its 
execution; and thus repeated stops have been put 
to emigration. 

The countenance given to this delusion by Con- 
gressmen and those high in authority is fraught 
with the mostseriousevils. Itthreatens destruc- 
tion and extermination to the remnant of this 
once mighty race. The 23d of May next, now 
less than two months hence, and these people, so 
far as Georgia is concerned, must go, and go 

uickly. The citizens of Georgia hold grants 

or the lands on which these Indians now reside 
in that State, and the grantees are legally author- 
ized by the laws of the State, as well as the treaty, 
to take possession of theirland on and after the 23d 
of May next; and, sir, possession they will take, 
and the Indians will then truly be forced out of 
house and home. Georgia and the Georgians 
have long since been accused of having taken 

ossession of all the Indian lands, houses, and 

omes. But, sir, this was not true; it was one 
of the many slanders which has been propagated 
to disparage the State which I have the honor to 
represent. We have treated the Indians with all 
the kindness and forbearance which their interest 
required. But, sir, whatever conflict may arise 
after the 23d of May, Georgia must, and will, be 
speedily relieved from this long-standing and vex- 
atious perplexity. If the execution of this treaty 
is longer resisted, whatever evil may ensue, the 
just responsibility is chargeable to this man, Ross, 
and his associates, and to those who encourage 
his delusive hopes, and not to my constitutents, or 
the authorities of the Stste which I represent. 
So far from avoiding, I would desire the most 
thorough investigation of this treaty, its execu- 
tion, and every other transaction connected with 
the subject. But, sir, | will never consent to any 
investigation which shall retard the execution of 
the treaty, so far as the removal of the Indians 
eee They must go, or evil will come 
of it. - 

I have in my possession various communica- 
tions from officers and agents of the Government, 
as well as other citizens, all gding to sustain the 
fact that the Indians will not emigrate, so long as 
this man, Ross, continues to communicate (or 
causes it to be done) that he is doing, or expects 
to do, something here to change the provisions of 
the treaty. From the beginning, nothing but the 
fallacious hope that this treaty would not be 
strictly executed, has prevented the Cherokee 
ne from yielding to it with t unanimity. 

his subject is not now within the jurisdiction of 
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Congress; it belongs to the Executive Govern- 
ment; and if this treaty fails of execution, to that 
branch of the Government I shall charge the fail- 
ure, and shall use my best exertions to prevent 
the interference of the Legislature—that branch 
of the Government to which I happen to be at- 
tached. But all the combined powers of the Fed- 
eral Government cannot abrogate or change this 
treaty, without the consent of the States interest- 
ed, and that consent will never be obtained. Hon- 
esty is said to be the best policy: at any rate, hon- 


estyisaduty. Then let us not deceive, but save | 


these people, by assuring them that the treaty will 
be executed. 

I will forbear, as before intimated, to make the 
motion to lay this memorial on the table, to afford 
to other gentlemen the privilege which l have ex- 
ercised myself, of submitting any remarks which 
they may have to make on this subject. I shail 
not, however, consent to give any other direction 





| 
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to this subject than that which | have suggested. | 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said that, in order to 


understand fully the merits of the memorial pre- | 


sented by the Senator from New Jersey, he would 
lay before the Senate, and ask the reading of, cer- 


tain documents which had a most important bear- | 


ing on the subject before them. ‘The first was a 
letter from General Smith, the superintendent of 
Cherokee emigration, received at the War De- 
yartment, and dated the 8th March, by which the 

enate would see what he thought of the matter. 
He was in possession of other documents, which 
he should ask to be read, after the Senate had 
heard this one. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said he would also ask for 
the reading of the papers he had presented, in or- 
der that the whole subject, in relation to this mat- 
ter, might be fully understood. It was not his 
wish, when he presented the memorial, to excite 
debate, but rather his desire thatthe motion should 
have pursued a very different course. As merely 
to have printed the memorial and accompanying 
documents, and to have referred the whole to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, which would, no 
doubt, have reported on the subject, and put the 
matter at once to rest. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, replied, that under all 
the circumstances, he could not suffer himself to 
be diverted from asking the reading of these docu- 
ments, for reasons which would be apparent to 
the Senate, when they became acquainted with 
the contents. Having understood on Saturday 
last, that the Senator from New Jersey intended 
to offer this memorial, which amounted to little 
more than turning loose the tomahawk and scalp- 
ing knife ona portion of the people he represented, 
he wenton that morning to the War Department, 
for the purpose of obtaining information on the 
subject, and was furnished with these documents, 
which he was under an obligation to return in the 
course of the day. The Senate would, therefore, 
see his ee in requesting that they might be 
immediately read. He should then make a motion 
to lay the whole subject on the table, in order to 
prevent any excitement, and put an end to an 
delusive hopes of setting aside the treaty whieh 
would inevitably lead to the most dangerous con- 
sequences. 

r. KING could not but regret that his honor- 
able colleague was not prepared to accede to the 
suggestion made, and suffer this matter to rest 
without a discussion. He knew, and every Sen- 
ator knew, full well, that if any discussion was 
had here on the subjects treated of in this memo- 
rial, they would create hopes in the minds of these 
people which never could be realized, while the 
false hopes thus created would probably result in 
the most serious disturbances. They all knew the 
care, the labor, and deliberation bestowed in the 
investigation of the subject, and the difficulties they 
had to encounter when the treaty was ratified. It 
was ratified by the solemn vote of two thirds of 
this body, and concurred in by the House of 
Representatives, by the passage of an appropria- 
tion bill to carry it into effect, If, then,tsaid Mr. 
K., when this treaty is about to be carried into 
effect, we create in the minds of these people the 
hopes and fears that must result from a discussion 
of the subjects embraced in their memorial, you 
greatly injure them, as well as endanger the peace 
and tranquillity of our people. The Cherokees 
ought to be made to understand that this thing was 
settled forever; that the treaty was irrevocable; 
that the Government was bound to carry it into 
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effect, and that they must not delude themselves 
with the false hope of setting it aside. 

He felt for this unfortunate people as much as 
any man. He knew that they were deluded 
and deceived by those of their own nation, who 


| were fully aware that there was not the remotest 


possibility of diverting the Government from its 
solemn obligations to carry out the provisions of 


this treaty. He had received much information 
| on this subject from indfiduals of the Cherokee 
| tribe, who were every way equal, if not superior, 
| to these memorialists—honest, intelligent, and 


religious men, and who were convinced that the 
true interests of their people consisted in their 


|| removal to the West. He had hoped that his 


honorable colleague would have acceded to the 
proposition that this matter should be laid on the 
table without discussion, without printing, and 
without reference. He asked honorable Senators, 
as men of understanding, of patriotism, and of 
humanity, to show by their votes to these unfor- 
tunate people that all expectation of setting aside 
or changing this treaty must be abandoned, now 
and forever. 

Mr.CLAY, of Alabama, said that if his colleague 
had thought proper to wait for the development of 
his views he would have seen that the very course 
he intended to pursue was the one recommended by 
him. It was his intention, as soon as the docu- 
ments were read, to move to lay the whole subject 
on the table, in order to prevent any discussion on 
it; and he would do this for the security not only of 
his own constituents, but for the security of those 
| deluded people, the Cherokees themselves. He 
was in possession of information which his col- 
| league was not aware of, that would be sufficient 
| to satisfy the Senate of the propriety of putting 
an end at once toany action on this subject. His 
purpose was to produce no excitement, to permit 
no reference to a committee, or give rise to any 
agitating discussion, On thecontrary, his object 





readiest way of doing so was to let the reading of 
the documents precede his intended motion to la 
the whole subject on the table. He knew,as aan 
as his colleague did, that any discussion would 
only tend to encourage false hopes in the minds 
of these unfortunate people, and involve that sec- 
| tion of the country in war, and that they would, 
| by ag | such action as proposed by the Senator 
| 

| 


was to avoid all this; and he thought that the 


from New Jersey, bring about the reénactment of 
the scenes we had recently witnessed in the Florida 
and Creek wars. If the Florida treaty had been 
prompily carried into effect, as it ought to have 

een, without suffering the false hopes of remain- 
ing in the country, which had arisen out of a most 
unfortunate delay, we should, in all probability, 
have avoided that expensive war, and all the 
bloodshed that was consequent upon it. So also 
as to the Creek war. If a competent force had 
been stationed among them to control them, and 
they had been promptly removed, all the blood- 
shed and expense, together with a destruction of 
private property to an immense amount, would 
also have been avoided. 

Mr. C. said as he was desired by several Sena- 
tors near him to state the contents of the docu- 
ments he referred to, he would doso as briefly as 
possible; and he hoped that it would be sufficient 
to put down the discussion at once, and indicate 
distinctly to these deluded people that there was 
no disposition on the part of this Government to 
delay the execution of the treaty. The superin- 
tendent stated, what was corroborated by the three 
commissioners, in their letters of the 9th January 
and 28th February last, that these people say that 
they are ready to go West lenabintaty, if they 
had the permission of John Ross to do so; that 
they are waiting the issue of his negotiations with 
the Government, which they believe will result in 
their being permitted to remain in the country. 
It all, said Mr. C., amounts to this: that they are 
kept in the country under the delusive expeciation 
held out by John Ross, that he can succeed in ef- 
fecting such a negotiation as will annul the treaty. 
Again, said Mr. é. there is not sufficient force in 
that section of country now to remove the Indians 
without bloodshed, if these delusive expectations 
held out by Ross are permitted to continue; and 
although a war would be most unfortunate to our 
people, yet it would be a still greater scourge to 
the Cherokees. It would result in their extermi- 
nation. Their security consisted in putting an 
end to the false hopes that had been held out to 
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them. Mr. C. said he would send the documents 
to the Chair, that any gentleman who wished it 
might have an opportunity of inspecting them. 
He then moved to lay the memorial on the table, 
but withdrew the motion temporarily at the re- 

vest of 

Mr. SOUTHARD, who did not wish to enter 
into any controversy on the subject: the two 
Senators did not feel more regret than he did 
on this matter. ‘The masion he had just made, as 
well as the conversations he had held with different 
individuals, would show he had no desire to force 
it upon the consideration of the Senate, with a 
view to a protracted discussion. These persons, 
claiming to be authorized agents, had put into his 
hands the memorial and papers containing the cor- 
respondence between the Executive and these 
people. He had felt it, therefore, a solemn duty 
to present it to the Senate. 





dealt with, and ask Congress to hear them. Why 


not, then, refer the papers to the Committee on In- | 


dian Affairs, which body would, no doubt, report 


promptly, and let them know what they had to | 


expect? Such, in his opinion, would be the true 
course for a great Government to pursue toward 
& poor and oppressed race. Give the answer to 
their prayer in a constitutional manner, and they 
will, no doubt, be satisfied. If you refuse them 
ahearing,do you suppose that would destroy their 
hopes of remaining? No,sir; no, sir—it will not. 
If the papers had been permitted to have taken the 
course he proposed, he would not have opened his 
mouth on the subject; but when it was sought to 
lay the documents on the table, without a hearing 
or any understanding in the case, he would feel 
perfectly justified in going into this matter, and 
ascertaining whether these a had not been im- 
posed upon. He felt for them because he believed 
them an injured anda wronged people, and that it 
was an imperious duty he owed to himself, to 
them, and to the country, to defend them with zeal. 
It was because he was reluctant to go into this 
subject that he proposed to refer it to the com- 
mittee he had named; which, in his opinion, was 
the wisest course that could be pursued. That 
committee could make its report promptly, even in 
five lines, if it were necessary; so that he might 
send it tothem, and let them know what was the 
final resolve of the Government in relation to 
them. If, however, it was the determination of the 
Senate to lay this subject on the table, and refuse a 
hearing to these unfortunate people, he for one 
must be permitted to record his vote against it. 

Mr. GRUNDY made some remarks in relation 
to these papers, objecting to refer them tothe Com- 
mittee on badiain Affairs; though he had as much 
confidence in that as any other. He thought the 
Indians would as well understand the motion to 
lay the memorial on the table to be definite, as 
though it were referred to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. Mr. G. renewed his motion to lay 
iton the table, but withdrew it in order to give 
his colleague [Mr. Waite] an opportunity of 
presenting his views. 

Mr. WHITE made some remarks, which were 
not distinctly heard. He was understood, how- 
ever, to maintain that all communications to the 
Government from foreign nations, or from tribes 
of Indians with whom treaties had been held, 
should be made through the Executive branch of 
the Government. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said he was perfectly 
satisfied, that if the subject was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, it would not only 
be well examined, but promptly acted on, and in 
a way to produce as little excitementas possible. 
His object was to cut off atonce the possibility ot 
misrepresentation which might lead these deluded 
people to a course most unfortunate for them- 
selves. He would not add another word, further 
than to say that his object in making the motion, 
which he now made, to lay the whole subject on 
the table, wasto put the subject down definitively; 
and he wished also, thatthose who were friendly 
to the objects of the memorial, would communi- 
cate frankly to the memorialists that there was not 
the slightest hope of diverting the Government 
from its intention to carry this treaty into effect. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
whole subject was laid on the table—yeas 36, nays 
10, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, 
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Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, 
McKean, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Tallmadge, 


| Tipton, Trotter, Walker, Wall, White, Wil- 


liams, Wright, and Young—36. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Knight, Prentiss, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, and Swift—10. 
The Independent Treasury bill was taken up 
on its third reading, and Mr. NORVELL having 
called for the yeas and nays, they were accord- 


ingly ordered. 

r. McKEAN moved to postpone the bill until 
the first Monday of December next, and asked 
for the yeas and nays; which being ordered, the 


| question was taken, and resulted—yeas 23, nays 


| Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, 





29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Clay of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Grundy, 
Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Webster, and White—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
orvell, Pierce, Roane, 
Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Trotter, Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, and 
Young—29. 

The question was then taken on the passage of 
the bill, and resulted—yeas 27, nays 25, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Niles, 
Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 


_ of Connecticut, Strange, Trotter, Walker, Wall, 


Williams, Wright, and Young—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, 
Grundy, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Nicho- 
las, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Tipton, Webster, and White—25. 

The bill, as passed, is in the following words: 


A BILL to impose additional duties, as depositaries, upon 
certain public officers, to appoint receivers general of pub- 
lic money, and to regulate the safe-keeping, transfer, and 
disbursement of the public moneys of the United States. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 


| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 


there shall be prepared and provided, within the new Treas- 
ury building now erecting at the seat of Government, suit- 
able and convenient rooms for the use of the Treasurer of 
the United States, his assistants and clerks; and sufficient 
and secure fire-proof vaults and safes, for the keeping of 


| the public moneys in the possession and under the immedi- 
| ate control of the said Treasurer; which said rooms, vaults, 


and safes, are hereby constituted and declared to be the 
Treasury of the United States. And the said Treasurer of 


| the United States shall keep all the public moneys which 


sliall come to his hands in the Treasury of the United States, 
as hereby constituted, until the same are drawu therefrom 


| according to law. 


Sec.2. nd be it further enacted, That the Mint of the 
United States, in the city of Philadelphia, in the State of 
Pennsylvania, and the Branch Mint in the city of New Or- 
leans, in the State of Louisiana, and the vaults and safes 
thereof, respectively, shall be places of deposit and safe- 
keeping of the public moneys at those points respectively ; 
and the Treasurer of the said Mint and Branch Mint re- 
spectively, forthe time being, shall have the custody and 
care of all public moneys deposited within the same, and 
shall perform all the duties required to be performed by 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursements of all such moneys, according to the 
provisions hereinafter contained. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, Thut there shall be 
prepared and provided, within the custom-houses nowereet- 
ing in the city of New York, in the State of New York, 
and in the city of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, 
suitable and convenient rooms for the use of the receivers 
general of public moneys, hereinafter directed to be ap- 
pointed at those places respectively; and sufficient and se- 
cure fire-proof vaults and safes for the keeping of the pub- 
lic moneys collected and deposited with them, respectively ; 
and the receivers general of public money, from time to 
time appointed at those points, shall have the custody and 
care of the said rooms, vaults, and safes respectively, and 
of all the public moneys deposited within the same, and 
shall perform all the duties required to be performed by 
them, in reference to the receipt, safe-keeping, transfer, 
and disbursement of all such moneys, according to the pro- 
visions of this act. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That there shall be 
erected, prepared, and provided, at the expense of the Uni- 
ted States, at the city of Charleston, in the State of South 
Carolina, and at the city of St. Louis, in the State of Mis- 
souri, offices, with suitable and convenient rooms for the 
use of the receivers general of public money hereinatterdi- 
rected to be appointed at the places above named ; and suf- 
ficient and secure fire- proof vaults and safes for the keep- 
ing of the public money collected and deposited at those 
phints respectively; and the said receivers general, from 
time to time appointed at those places, shall have the cus- 


tody and care of said offices, vaults, and safes, so to be 
erected, prepared, aud provided, and of all the public mon- 
eys deposited within the same ; and shall perform all the du- 
ties required to be performed by them, in reference to the 
receipt, safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of all such 
moneys, according to the provisions bereinaiter contained, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the President 
shall nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, appoint four officers, to be denominated 
‘receivers general of public money,” which said officers 
shall hold their respective offices for the term of four years 
unless sooner removed therefrom ; one of which shall be 
located at the city of New York, in the State of New York; 
one other of which shall be located at the city of Boston, 
in the State of Massachusetts ; one other of which shall be 
located at the city of Charleston, in the State of South 
Carolina; and the remaining one of which shall be located 
at the city of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri; and all 
of which said officers shail give bonds to the United States’, 
with sureties, according to the provisions hereinafter con- 
tained, for the faithful discharge of the duties of their re- 
spective offices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the United 
States, the Treasurers, and those acting as such, of the 
various Branch Mints already erected and now erecting, 
all collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the customs 
acting also as collectors, all receivers general of public 
moneys, all receivers of public moneys at the several land 
offices, and all postmasters, exceptas is hereinafter partic- 
ularly provided, be, and they are hereby, required to keep 
safely, without loaning or using, all the public money col- 
lected by them, or otherwise at any time placed in their 
possession and custody, till the same is ordered by the prop- 
er Depariment or officer of the Government to be transferred 
or paid out; and when such orders for transfer or pay- 
mentare received, faithfully and promptly to make the same 
as directed, and to do and perform all other duties as fiscal 
agents of the Government, which may be imposed by this 
or any other acts of Congress, or by any regulation of the 
Treasury Department, made in conformity to law; and also 
to do and perform all acts and duties required by law, or by 
direction of any of the Executive Departinents of the Gov- 
ernment, as agents for paying pensions, or for making and 
other disbursements which either of the heads of those De- 
partments may be required by law to make, and which are 
of a character to be made by the depositaries hereby con- 
stituted, consistently with the otber official duties imposed 
upon them. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the United States, the Treasurer of the Mintof the United 
States, the Treasurer of the Branch Mint at New Orleans, 
and the receivers general of public money hereinbefore di- 
rected to be appointed, shall, respectively, give bonds to the 
United States, in such form, and for such amounts, as shall 
be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury, by and with 
the advice and consent of the President, with sureties to 
the satisfaction of the Solicitor of the Treasury ; and shall, 
from time to time, renew, strengthen, and increase their 
official bonds, as the Secretary of the Treasury, with the 
consent of the President, may direct; any law in reference 
to any of the official bonds of any of the said officers to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, at as early a day as pos- 
sible after the passage of this act, to require from the sev- 
veral depositaries hereby constituted, and whose official 
bonds are not hereinbefore provided for, to execute bonds 
new and suitable in their terms to meet the new and in- 
creased duties imposed upon them respectively by this act, 
and with sureties, in sums such as shall seem reasonable 
and safe to the Solicitor of the Treasury, and from time to 
time require such bonds to be renewed and increased in 
amount, and strengthened by new sureties, to meet any in- 
creasing responsibility which may grow out of accumula- 
tions of money in the hands of the depositary, or out of any 
other duty or responsibility arising under this or any other 
law of Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, ‘Thatall collectors and 
receivers of public money, of every character and descrip- 
tion, within the District of Columbia, shall, as frequently 
as they may be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
so to do, pay over to the Treasurer of the United States at 
the Treasury thereof, all public moueys collected by them, 
or in their hands; that all such collectors and receivers of 
public moneys within the cities of Philadelphia and New 
Orleans, shall, upon the same direction, pay over to the 
Treasurers of the Mints in their respective cities, at the 
said mints, all public moneys collected by them, or in their 
hands; and that all such collectors and receivers of pub- 
lic moneys within the cities of New York, Boston, Charles- 
ton, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same direction, pay over 
to the receivers general of public money in their respective 
cities, at their offices respectively, all the public moneys 
collected by them, or in their hands, to be safely kept, by 
the said respective depositaries, until otherwise disposed 
of according tolaw; and it shall be the duty of the said 
Secretary to direct such payments, by the said collectors 
and receivers, at all the said places, at least as often as 
once in each month, and as much more frequently, in all 
cases, as he, in his diseretion, may think proper. 

Seo. 10. And be it further enacted, That it shall be law- 
fui for the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer the moneys 
in the hands of any depositary hereby constituted, to the 
Treasury of the United States; to the Mint at Philadel- 
phia; tothe Branch Mint at New Orleans ; orto the offices 
of either of the receives general of public moneys, by this 
act directed to be appointed; to be there safely kept, ac- 
cording to the provisions of this act; and also to tranfers 
moneys in the hands of any one depositary constituted by 
this act to any other depositary constituted by the same, at 
his discretion, and as the safety of the public moneys, and 
the convenience of the public service, shall seem to him 
to require. And for the purpose of payments on the pub- 
lic account, it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of the 
United States to draw upon any of the said depositaries, as 
he may think most conducive to the public interests, or to 
the convenience of the public creditors, or both. 








Sec. ll. aint be aes enacted, That the moneys in 
the hands, care, and cuspodt, of any of the depositaries 
Oe arated by this act, shall be considered and held as de- 

ited to the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, 
and shall be, atall times, subject to his draft, whether made 
for transfer or disbursement, in the same manner as though 
the said moneys were actually in the Treasury of the United 
States; and each depositary shall make returns to the 
Treasury Department of all moneys received and paid by 
him, at such times, and in such form, as shall be directed 
by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 

Sec. 12, And be it further enacted, That whenever public 
moneys shail accumulate in the hands of any depositary 
constituted by this act, other than the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States, the Treasurer of the Mint of the,United States, 
the Treasurer of the Branch Mint at New Orleans, and the 
receiver general of public money, to an amount beyond 
that secured by the bond of the officer, or which the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury shall, for any cause, consider unsafe, 
and it shall not be desirable to transfer the moneys so accum- 
ulated to any other depositary, itshall be Jawful for the said 
Secretary to direct the said moneys, or any portion thereof, 
to be specially deposited in such bank of the State or Ter. 
ritory wherein the depositary who is to make the deposit 
is located, as he, the said Secretary, shall selectand name: 
Provided, The bank so selected will agree to receive and 
keep the moneys deposited with it upon the terms and con- 
ditions in the next section of this act prescribed. 

Sec. 13. 4nd be it further enacted, That the special depos- 
its of the public moneys authorized by the last preceding 
section of this act to be made in banks, shall be made upon 
the following terms and conditions, and upon no other, viz: 

First. All such deposits shall be strictly special deposits ; 
andthe banks holding them shall be prohibited, in the most 
effectual manner, from making any use of the moneys de- 
posited, by way of loans, discounts, or any uther manner, 
or for any other purpose whatsoever; and to secure the ful- 
fillment of this condition the Secretary of the Treasury is 
authorized, in his discretion, to furnish the banks selected 
as deposit banks with safes for the keeping of public mon- 
eys exclusively, and under the joint control of the bank 
and some designated officer of the Government, or to adopt 
such other guards as he shall prefer. 

Second. Nothing but gold or silver, or such notes, bills, 
or paper, issued ouaer the authority of the United States, as 
may be directed by law to be received in payment of the 
= dues, shall be offered for deposit, or received by the 

nk as a deposit, under the provisions of this aet. 

Third. All deposits shall be passed, upon the books of the 
bank, to the credit of the depositary making the same ; but 
no moneys deposited in pursuance of this act shall be with- 
drawn without the express order of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the payment; and no drafts of the Treasurer 
of the United States, or orders or warrants of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, for ordinary transfer or disbursement, 
shall be made upon any bank selected as a deposit bank 
under this act. 

Fourth. A commission, such as shall be agreed upon be- 
tween the Secretary of the Treasury and the bank, not in 
any case to exceed one eighth of one per cent. upon the 
moneys deposited with it, shall be allowed and paid by the 
United States, in full satisfaction of all claims on the part 
of the bank for trouble and risk growing out of the receipt, 
safe-keeping, and repayment of the special deposits herein 
authorized to be made; all accounts for commissions to be 
audited and paid atthe Treasury of the United States. 

Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That in case no bank 
within the State or Territory wherein the depositary, di- 
rected to make deposits, is located, will consent to receive 
the moneys of the Government upon special deposit, ac- 
cording to the foregoing conditions and regulations, then it 
shall be Jawful for the Secretary of the Treasury to select 
some bank in an adjoining State or Territory, such as may 
be most convenient for the officer to make deposits, and 
the public service, and in case noconvenient bank of either 
character can be found willing to receive such deposits 
upon the terms proposed, the Secretary may transfer the 
same to the Treasury of the United States, to the Mint, or 
Branch Mints, or to the offices of either of the receivers 
general of public money, as shall be most convenient to 
the depositary from whom the money is to be transferred, 
or to the wants of the public service in reference to dis- 
bursements. 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, Thatthe Secretary of 
the Treasury shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
cause examinations to be made of the books, accounts, end 
money on hand, of the several depositaries constituted by 
this act; and for that purpose to appoint special agents, as 
occasion may require, with such compensation as he may 
think reasonable, to be fixed and declared at the time of 
each appointment, which said examinations, in all cases 
where the sum on hand usually exceeds three fourths of 
the amountof the officer’s bond, shall not be made less fre- 
quently than once in each year, and as much more fre- 
quently, in those and all other cases, as the Secretary in 
his discretion, shall direct. The agents selected to make 
these examinations shall be instructed to examine as well 
the books, accounts, aud returns of the officer, as the 
money on hand, and the manner of its being kept, to the 
end that uniformity and accuracy in the accounts, as well 
as safety to the public moneys, may be secured thereby. 

Sec. 16. 4nd be it further enacted, That in addition to 
the examinations provided for in the last preceding section, 
and as a further guard over the public moneys, it shall be the 
duty of each naval officer and surveyor, as a check upon the 
receiver general of public moneys, or collector of the cus- 
toms, of their respective districts ; of each register of a land 
office, as a check upon the receiver of his land office ; and of 
the director and superintendent of each Mint and ‘Branch 
Mint, when separate offices, as a check upon the Treasurers, 
respectively, of the said Mints, or the persons acting as such, 
at the close of each quarter of the year, and as much more 
frequently as they shall be Seal by the Seeretary of the 
Treasury to do so, to examine the books, accounts, returns, 
and moneys vn hand of the receivers eneral of public money, 
collectors, receivers of land offices, Treasurers, and persons 
acting as such, and to make a full, accurate, and faithful 
return to the Treasury Department of their condition. 
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Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the said officers 
respectively, whose duty it is made by this act to receive, 
keep, and disburse the pager moneys, as the fiscal agents of 
the Government, may be allowed any necessary additional 
expenses for clerks, fire-proof chests, or vaults, or other ne- 
cessary expenses of safe-keeping, transferring, ‘and disburs- 
ing said moneys: all such expenses of every character ty be 
first expressly authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
whose directions upon all the above subjects, by way of reg- 
ulation and otherwise, are to be strictly followed by all the 
said officers : Provided, That the whole number of clerks to 
be appointed by virtue of this section of this act, shall not 
exceed ten, and that the aggregate compensations of the 

whole number shall not exceed eight thousand dollars, nor 
shall the compensation of any one clerk, so appointed, ex- 
ceed eight hundred dollars per annum. 

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury shall, with as much promptitade as the con- 
venience of the public business and the safety of the public 
funds will permit, withdraw the balances remaining with 
the present depositaries of the public moneys, and confine 
the safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of those mon- 
eys to the depositaries established by this act. 

Sec. 19. nd be it further enacted, That all marshals, 
district attorneys, and others, having public money to pay 
to the United States, and all patentees, wishing to make 
payment for patents to be issued, may pay alisuch moneys 
to the Treasurer of the United States, at the Treasury, to 
the Treasurer of either of the Mints, in "Philadelphia or New 
Orleans, to either of the receivers general of public money, 
or to such other depositary constituted by this act as shall 
be oeerene by the Secretary of the Treasury, in other 
parts of the United States, to receive such payments, and 
give receipts or certificates of deposit therefor. , 

Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, ‘That all officers 
charged by this act with the safe- keeping, transfer, and dis- 
bursement of the public moneys, are hereby required to 
keep an accurate entry of each sum received, and of the 
kind of money in which itis received, and of each payment 
or transfer, and of the kind of currency in which it is 
made; and thatif any one of the said officers shall convert 
to his own use, in any way whatever, orshall use by way 
of investment in any kind of property or merchandise, or 
shall loan, with or without interest, any portion of the pub- 
lic moneys intrusted to him for safe-keeping, disbursement, 
transfer, or for any other purpose, every such act shal! be 
deemed and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much 
of the said moneys as shal! be thus taken, converted, in- 
vested, used, or loaned, which is hereby deelared to be a 
high misdemeanor, and any officer or person convicted 
thereof before any court of the United States of competent 
jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment fora term 
of not less than two nor more than five years, and toa fine 
equal to the amount of the money embezzled. 

Sec, 21. Andbeit further enacted, ‘That, until the rooms, 
offices, vaults, and safes directed by the first four sections 
of this act to be constructed and prepared for the use of the 
Treasurer of the United States, the ‘Treasurers of the Mints 
at Philadelphia and New Orleans, and the receivers general 
of public money at New York, Boston, Charleston, and St. 
Louis, can be constructed and prepared for use, it ‘shall. be 
the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to procure suit- 
able rooms for offices for those officers at their respective 
locations, and to contract with such banks, incorporations, 
or individuals, as may be willing to contract for such use 
of their vaults and safes as may be required for the safe- 
keeping of the public moneys in the charge and custody of 
those officers respectively, the expense to be paid by the 
United States. 

Sc, 22. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be 
lawful for the Secretary of the T reasury to make or con- 
tinue in force any general order which shall create any dif- 
ference between the different branches of revenue, as to 
the funds or medium of payment, in which debts or dues 
oqgraing f° the United States may be paid. 

Sec. Aind be it further enacted, ‘That it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to issue and publish 
regulations to enforce the speedy presentation of all Gov- 
ernment drafts for payment at the place where payable, and 
to prescribe the time, according to the different distances 
of the depositaries from the seat of Government, within 
which all drafts upon them, respectively, shall be presented 
for payment; and, in defauit of such presentation, to direct 
any other mode and place of payment which he may deem 
proper. 

Sec. 24. And be it further enacted, That the receivers gen- 
eral of public moneys directed by this act to be appointed, 
shall receive, respectively, the tollowing salaries per an- 
num, to be paid quarter yearly, at the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States, to wit: the receiver general of public money at 
New York shall be paid a salary of $3,000 per annum ; the 
receiver general of public money at Boston shall be paid a 
salary of $2,500 per annum; the receiver general of public 
money at Charleston shall be paid a salary of $2,500 per 
annum; and the receiver general of public money at St. 
Louis shall be paid a salary of $2,500 per annum; and 
these salaries, respectively, shall be in full for the services 
of the respective officers ; nor shall either of them be per- 
mitted to charge or receive any commission, pay, or per- 
quisite for any official service of any character or descrip- 
tion whatsoever ; and the making of any such: charge, or 
the receipt of any such compensation, is hereby declared 
to be a misdemeanor, for which the officer convicted there- 
of, before any court of the United States of competent ju- 
risdiction, shall be subject to punishment by fine or impris- 
onment, or both, at the discretion of the court before which 
the offense shall be tried. 

Sec. 25, And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to re- 
ceive at the Treasury, and at such other points as he may 
designate, payments in advance for public lands, the pay- 
ments so made, in all cases, to be evidenced by the receipt 
of the said ‘Treasurer of the United States ; which receipts 
so given shall be current at the several land offices of the 
United States as cash at any public or private sale of tands, 
in the same manner as the currency authorized by law to 
be received in payment for moguite lands: how- 
ever, That the receipts given by the Treasurer of the Uni- 
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ted States, pursuant to the authority conferred in this sec- 
tion, shall not be negotiable or transterrable, by delivery, or 
assignment, or In any other manner whatsoever, but shail, 
in all cases, be presented in payment for lands by or for the 
person to whom the receipt was given, as shown upon its 
ace. 

Sec. 26. nd be it further enacted, That for the purchase 
of sites and for the construction of the offices of the receivers 
general of publie money, by this act directed to be erected 
at Charleston, South Carolina, and at St. Louis, Missouri 
there shall be and hereby is, appropriated, to be paid out of 
any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
sum of ten thousand dollars, to be expended under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of the Treasury, who is hereby re- 
quired to adopt plans for the said offices, and the vaults and 
safes connected therewith, and to cause ‘the same to be con- 
structed and prepared for use with as little deiay as shail be 
consistent with the public interests, and the convenient 
location and security of the buildings to be erected: Pro- 
vided, however, That if the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
find, upon inquiry and examination, that suitable rooms for 
the use of the receiver general at Charleston can be obtained 
in the custom-house now owned by the United States at 
that place, and that secure vaults and safes can be con- 
structed in that building for the safe-keeping of the public 
money, then he shall cause such rooms to be prepared and 
fitted up, and such vaults and safes to be constructed in 
the custom-house at Charleston, and no independent office 
shall be there erected. 

Sec. 27, nd be it further enacted, That for the payment 
of the expenses authorized by this act, other than those 
hereinbefore provided for, a sufficient sum of money be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be paid out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The following bills were also severally read the 
third time and passed: 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Sanderson; 

The bill for the relief of Daniel Davis; 

The bill for the relief of Hannah Budlong; 

The bill for the relief of Thomas W. Bacot, of 
Charleston, South Carolina; and 

The bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacy. 

Mr. TIPTON submitted a resolution to provide 
for the printing of the 47th rule, which designated 
the persons to be admitted on the floor of the 
Senate. 

Mr. BAYARD, after some remarks, moved to 
réfer it to a select committee of three, to be ap- 
pointed by the Chair, to consider and report what 
amendments are peoper to be made to it; and after 
some remarks from Messrs. TIPTON, ‘CLAY of 
Alabama, KING, and BAYARD, the motion wae 
adopted. 4 

r. HUBBARD presented the petition of Gen, 
Jacob Bayley; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
reported a bill for the relief of John H. Jacocks, 
which was read twice, and ordered to a third 
reading. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill for the eee of 
the western frontier; which was read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. BAYARD presented the memorial of sun- 
dry owners of steamboats against the passage of 
the bill regulating steamboats: laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause the 
Tangier sound and its tributaries to be surveyed. 

On motion of Mr. RIVES, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ing provision for refunding to those who have 
deposited money inthe Treasury for the purpose 
of purchasing public lands, and who failed to do 
so, the sums respectively deposited by them upon 
their returning the certificate which was issued 
when the money was deposited. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of sun- 
dry merchants of New York against abolishing 
the office of surveyor of that port: referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Also, the memorial of the Brothertown Indians, 
resident at Green Bay, relative to their title to 
lands in the Wisconsin Territory, and praying 
that a law may be passed to permit them to be- 
come citizens of the United States: referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the resolutions of 
the Legislature of Michigan in favor ofa ship canal 
around the Falls of St. Marys, and in relation to 
publication of the laws and public documents. 

After the consideration of Executive business, 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, March 27, 1838. 


Mr. PAYNTER, on leave, presented a memo- 
rial, signed by a number of citizens of Philadel- 














phin, asking for an investigation into the late duel, 
which was referred to the select committee hav- 
ing that subject under consideration. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO NILES’S REGISTER. 


The business first in order was the considera- 
tion of the following resolution, reported by Mr. 
Patron, from the Committee on the Library, on 
Saturday last, and then postponed till to-day: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Rep- 
resentatives be directed to subscribe for ten num- 
bers of ** Niles’s Register’’ for each member of 
the House, tobe delivered once a week: Provided, 
The editor of said Register will agree to publish 
in, or as aes of, said work, at least once a week, 
under the direction of the Clerk, the Journals of 
the House, with the yeas and nays on all ques- 
tions: Provided, further, ‘That the editor of said 
Register will also agree to publish, at the end of 
every session of Congress, under the direction of 
the said officer, a supplement to said work, con- 
taining all the laws passed thereat, and treaties 
ratified by the Senate: to which shall be prefixed 
a copious index, to be approved of by said 
officer, and furnish one copy thereof, free of 
charge, to each member of Congress for the time 
being. 

Mr. PATTON entered into a detailed statement 
of the object proposed by this resolution, the ef- 
fect of which was merely to circulate among the 
people the journals, votes, and lawsof Congress, 
to the extent of six thousand copies, at a cost of 
only five thousand dollars, and this too in a per- 
manent form, where they would be always acces- 
sible for reference. Mr. Niles did not ask for 
any augmentation of the subscription price to the 
Register, but looked for remuneration from an 
enlarged cen ag list, in consequence of the 
«work being hereby made more intrinsically valu- 
able. The publication of the lawsalone, in ephem- 
eral papers, cost three times as much as was in- 
volved in this resolution. 

Mr. PARKER, of New York, said he was op- 
posed to the resolution; that he could never con- 
sent that the members of the House should be fur- 
nished weekly, at the public expense, with more 
than twenty-four hundred copies of Niles’s Regis- 
ter, orany other newspaper. It would involve an 
expense at the rate of $12,100 perannum, and he 
denied thatthis could be paid out of the contingent 
fund of the House, under the language of the ap- 
fae bill as it was passed yesterday. That 

ill required that the contingent fund should be ex- 
pended for the ordinary expenses of the House, 
and ‘for no other purposes.’’ He intended to 
move to lay this resolution on the table. If that 
was not sustained, he should move to strike out 
‘* Niles’s Register,’’ in the second line, and insert 
** Democratic Review.’’ If any periodical was to 
be so largely patronized by Congress, he should | 
prefer the latter, though he could not vote for the 
resolution, Mr. P. concluded by moving to lay 
it on the table. 

Mr. GRIFFIN asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 86, nays 79. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Ata subsequent stage, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved a re- 
consideration of the vote by which the resolution 
for a subscription to Niles’s Register was laid on 
the table, as, upon reflection, he thought he had 

iven a wrong vote. 

Mr. BOON moved to lay this motion on the 
table, and called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 88, nays 84. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, made an unfavorable report on 
the case of Colonel Joseph Brown; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the erection of custom-houses at New Orleans, 
Philadelphia, and Savannah; which was read | 
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twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a sup- 
plemental report to the annual report of the Com- | 
missioner of the General Land Office; which, on 
motion of Mr. CASEY, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. | 
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Mr. SERGEANT. H& does not mean all the 
committee, then, but thinks the majority are in fa- 
vor of the House bill. “Now, Mr. S. did not know 
which to prefer; that is, he did not know which 
was worse, and that was about the state of an 
opinion as Jedgatent he then had. If the bill was 
what the gentleman from South Carolina had 
stated, a eunuch, why it was a sort of thing that 
in some parts of the world, was intrusted with 
the care of a treasury, and if he could bring him- 
self to believe that it was as innocent, by reason 
of its incompetence, as that class of persons were, 
he should have less objection to it; but he be- 
lieved that it had vigor enough to do mischief, 
and that it was not safe to trust either one or the 
other bill; and for that very reason that those 
who were to be intrusted with the Treasury were 
perfectly competent persons to maltreat—to be- 
tray their trust—to be led by temptation to injure 
those who had intrusted them with the machinery. 
Both bills he believed to be exactly the same; the 
difference between them being that the one was 
to have the power of keeping bank notes, and the 
other that of keeping gold and silver, if it could 
get it. 

All Mr. S. rose to say was, that, as one of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, he had no pref- 
erence for either, but had strong objections to 
both, and was at a loss to know which was worst. 

Mr. HAYNES said, that although not ex- 
pressly called upon, he would, as a member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, express his de- 
cided preference of the bill reported by that com- 
mittee to the bill from the Senate. Desirous as he 
might be to answer the remarks of the honorable 
member from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Serceanrt,] 
he would not consume the time of the House by 
doing so. 

Mr. PATTON was opposed to trying this expe- 
dient in any form. e was opposed to the bill 
reported by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and did not think there was the least necessity in 
such a reference of the Senate bill as that now 
moved. This subject had been before that com- 
mittee twice already, and they had given the 

































INDEPENDENT TREASURY. 

The bill from the Senate, entitled ** An act to 
impose additional duties as depositaries upon cer- 
tain public officers, to appoint receivers general 
of public money, and to regulate the safe-keeping, 
transfer, and disbursement of the public moneys 
of eee States,’’ having been read twice by 
its title: 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved its reference to 
the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. PICKENS rose, and said that before this 
motion was acted upon, considering the import- 
ance of the subject, fe desired to be informed ona 
certain point, so that he might know how to shape 
his course upon the motion, and he should apolo- 
gize to the House for trespassing in this way from 
the acknowledged importance of the subject, and 
the deep interest involved in it. 

Mr. P. would not have desired information upon 
this subject, had it not been for an article which 
appeared in the official journal of this morning, 
which he had perused most painfully, and which 

ad an ominous bearing. He desired to know, 
from the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, whether it was intended, di- 
rectly or indirectly, to give this bill from the Sen- 
ate the preference over the bill reported already 
through their own committee, upon the same sub- 
ject, to that House. He saw it intimated, that 
poner the provision [Mr. Catnoun’s] which 

ad been stricken out in the Senate’s bill might 
be attached to some other appropriate bill, or in- 
troduced in an independent form, and in this arti- 
cle [from the Globe] he had seen not the slightest 
reference to the House bill upon this subject. 
Now Mr. P. considered this a question which, ac- 
cording to the theory of our Government, was 
peculiarly under the jurisdiction of this House; 
and, upon that consideration alone, he should be 
disposed to give their own bill the preference, as 
a precedent upon this subject. Buthe did not de- 
sire to trespass upon the House, and should not, 
but he most anxiously desired to know whether, 
in the future action of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, so far as the chairman was concerned, 
there was to be the slightest preference to the 


Senate’s bill over that reported to the House from 
that committee. 


Mr. P. concluded, by saying that he propounded 
this inquiry most respectfully, and it was due to 
the House to say that he had not the slightest 
He asked it 


conference with that gentleman. 
candidly and frankly. It was due to the House 
and to the country to know whether that emas- 
culated bill, yes, said he, a thing having the form 


of a man with the spirit of a eunuch, was to have 
directly, or indirectly, any preference given it 


over the one reported to this House on the same 
subject. If he was led to believe that it would 


|| not, and that our bill was to be made the rallying 
point for the country, it would give him the great- 


est pleasure to vote with the gentleman, [Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,] to give it the ordinary reference 
to his committee, There was a great question 
involved in the bill, and no temptation could make 
him falter in his course. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG would answer the gen- 


tleman most cheerfully. For himself, as a mem- 


ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
he thought he could almost answer forevery one 
of his colleagues on that committee, that he and 
they did infinitely prefer the bill reported to this 
House to the bill of the Senate. They had seri- 
ously and thoroughly examined all the provisions 
of the latter, and they had serious objections to 
many of its details; for some of its details besides 
those advocated by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, involving principles of very grave im- 
portance; and the bill reported from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was, almost two thirds 
of it, a new bill entirely. For one, he should not 
depart from one single section or feature of that 
bill, and should certainly feel it his duty, as a 
measure of this character should emanate from 
the House, to give the House bill the preference. 

Mr. SERGEANT thought the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means had made one 
remark from which Mr. S. dissented. The gen- 
tleman said that he thought he could answer for 
all his ooteanaey on the committee. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG begged to be understood 
as not, of course, intending to include those gen- 
uerlen opposed to both bills. 





House the fruit of their labors and meditations 
upon the subject. He considered it extremely 
important to the best interests of this country 
that this question should be decided, and decided 
promptly; and he should, when he sat down, 
make a motion which he hoped would bring to 
the test what was the judgment of the majority 
of that House, in regard to the principles of this 
measure. He was compelled, in order to accom- 
plish his object of quieting, if the majority of the 
House should be opposed to this measure of qui- 
eting the apprehensions of the country, justly ex- 
cited by the continued confidence with which it 
is alleged that this measure, fraught, as he sin- 
cerely and solemnly believed, with the most mis- 
chievous tendency to the best interests of the 
country, and with the greatest danger, in a polit- 
ical point of view, was to be determined speedily 
and promptly by a vote of that House. The ob- 
ject he had in view, and which, in his view of 
the question, was so important, could not be at- 
tained but by a vote which was not in the form 
of a direct rejection of this measure, but which 
was a decisive indication, and he hoped the vote 
would be so regarded, of the opinions of the 
House against any bill containing the principles 
of this measure, whether it be the bill from the 
Senate, or that reported from the Committee of 
Ways and Means. He did not urge, therefore, 
as a reason why this matter should not be re- 
ferred, the fact that a majority of that committee 
had examined and were opposed to it, because he 
did not desire that the vote which he should ask 
the House to take, should depend upon any dif- 
ferences of opinion about the details or modifica- 
tions, which did not touch the great principles of 
the measure. 

Mr. P. said he was aware that there were sev- 
eral gentlemen anxious to present substitutes to 
one or the other bill; substitutes essentially chang- 
ing the details, and, in fact, the principles of both 
measures; and, at the first blush, gentlemen might 
be disposed not to sustain the motion he was 
about to make; but there would be no difficulty 
whatever. Gentlemen who had such propositions 
to make might make them hereafter. There were 
a sep of propositions before the House upon 
which they might be discussed, and adopted too, 
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if the House was disposed in their favor. All the | 

uestions involved in this measure might also be 
discussed at large, under some of these, and there 
was no good reason, therefore, as it seemed to him, 
for gentlemen who were opposed to the principles 
of this bill being deterred from voting. to lay it 
on the table, and thus furnishing an indication to 
the country that the majority of that House, if 
such be the fact, was opposed to the measure. 
And it would furnish, too, this additional advant- 
age to them in presenting their propositions, viz: 
that as long as the friends of the sub-Treasury, 
or Independent Treasury project, or what you 
please to call it, have the hope that they cancarry 
their measure, they will, of course, op ose any 
and every substitute that can be offered for it, and 
any and every modification that wil] attack the 

rinciples of their measure. If, on the other 
fiand, it be the opinion of the majority that the 
principles of this measure are not to be incorpo- 
rated oe their legislation, then gentlemen will find 
the proposed disposition of it necessary in taking 
the next best measure, if there be any next best, 
to accomplish the object they have in view, to 
attain the object of purifying and correcting our 
currency, by the next best project, or that which 
any gentleman might think best. 

ith these views, Mr. P. said he moved to lay 

the bill on the table. 

Mr. GLASCOCK hoped the gentleman, who 
had made a general speech, and gone somewhat 
out of the rules, in his opinion, would withdraw 
the motion to enable Mr. G. to make a few re- 
marks in reply. 

Mr. PATTON would very cheerfully yield, if 
he had discussed the principles of the bill, but he 
had not done so, and could not, therefore, with- 
draw the motion. 

Mr. GLASCOCK. The gentleman had given 
reasons why the bill should be laid on the table, 
and Mr. G. appealed to his libérality to allow a 
reply so far. Mr. G. would renew the motion. 

Mr. PATTON would then withdraw it. 

Mr. GLASCOCK regretted exceedingly that 
this motion to lay on the table had been made at 
the present time; and he regretted the more to see 
the motion come from the quarter it did. The 
House was well apprised of the situation which 
the gentleman from Virginia occupied at the pres- 
ent time. It is well known that that gentleman 
had been provided for by his own State; and it is 
a question whether, whenever any action shall be 
had on this bill here, he will be representing the 
majority of his constituents, which an election, 
however, to fill his vacancy will test. But inde- 
pendent of these considerations, it is well known 
that at the present time one of the States of this 
Union is unrepresented. Itis well known that 
there are certain districts in different States unrep- 
resented; and it is equally well known that at this 
present time, there were alarge number of the Rep- 
resentatives of the people absent, from the indis- 
position of their families and other causes, absent 
and necessarily absent from this city, and from 
the House. If we were to have this question tested, 
and fairly tested, let us have it taken when every 
member is in his seat. Where is the necessity of 
the motion which had been made by the gentle- 
man from Virginia at this time? Hasit been made 
because the gentleman is himself about to take a 
farewell from us all, and is it from such motives 
as these that he now asks us to take this question, 
when he well knows there are many individuals 
friendly to this bill not present to vote, and are 

articularly anxious todo so? If the gentleman 
[iad exercised that courtesy which is usual, on all 
o— national questions, he would have delayed 

is motion until every member could be here in 
his place to represent his constituency. He asked 
the House, whether it was not best to act on what- 
ever bill the Committee of Ways and Means may 
report, at a time when there may be a full and 
fair attendance of the Representatives of the peo- 
es present. He knew not what effect this might 

ave on the minds of others, but he was prepared 
to say for himself, that this movement, at the 
— crisis, was far from being such a one as he 

ad expected from the gentleman from Virginia, 
for on all other occasions he had looked upon that 
gentleman as acting upon candor and fairness. At 
this very moment there are some twenty or thirty 
members absent from their seats—in fact, it had 
been suggested by some gentlemen near -him, that 


there were at least forty who were absent. No 
such proposition as this had been anticipated by || 
those gentlemen, and it is a question on which it 

is expected by the whole country, thatevery mem- | 
ber should be present to give his vote. 

He would ask the gentleman then, whether in || 
order that absent members might be present, and || 
to have a full vote of the House on the question, || 
he would not consent to withdraw his motion, |! 
and permit the bill to go to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, and be reported upon by that 
committee, in order that some measure might be 
brought before the House, in order that the peo- 
ple of the country might see whether a majority 
of the House were not opposed to the principle 
contained in the bill; namely, the divorce of the 
Government and banks. e knew there were 
some who were in favor of the principle of this 
measure, but who differed as to details, and allhe 
asked was, that the country might be properly 
informed whether there was or was not a major- 
ity in favor of the principle which he had re- 
ferred to. 

On this subject, he must avail himself of the 
privilege he now had of showing the impression 
attempted to be made on the people of the ‘*Old 
Dominion.’’ A report had gone forth, stating 
that there were some fifteen or twenty of a ma- 
jority in this House opposed to the divorce. 

hen, sir, if the gentleman from Virginia intends 
that the people of his State shall be fairly in- 
formed on this important subject, let the question 
be brought up fairly, and let us have sucha vote 
as will truly test the principle. Do this, and he 
(Mr. G,) had nothing to fear; and so faras it was 
concerned, he hesitated not in giving it as his de- 
cided opinion that there was a majority in favor 
of a divorce of Government and banks, notwith- 
standing all that had been said in certain papers 
to the contrary. 

Mr. MERCER rose to order. He wished to 
know whether the remarks of the gentleman were 
pertinent to the question under consideration. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the gentleman 
from Georgia, as well as the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Parron,] had not confined themselves 
strictly to the question pending. 

Mr. GLASCOCK, in conclusion, would only 
say he regretted that this motion has been made, 
as it was an evidence of unfairness which he little 
expected from the gentleman from Virginia. He 
should renew the motion,as he had pledged him- 
self to do it, but he did it with the greatest reluc- 
tance, because whatever vote was now taken 
could not be considered a fair test of the question. 
He looked upon the motionas an act of illiberality 
toward the absent members, and as an act of in- 
justice to the States and districts which were now 
unrepresented, and from causes well known to all. 

Mr. G. then renewed the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. PATTON hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw this motion, so that his remarks might 
be answered. 

Mr. GLASCOCK said he would not do this 
unless the gentleman from Virginia and others 
agreed to have it withdrawn for a general discus- 
sion of ihe subject. 

Mr. CUSHMAN called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved a call of the House; 
which was ordered. 

The call was then proceeded in for some time, 
when 

Mr. CUSHMAN moved that it be further dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr. PATTON hoped not, after what the mem- 
ber from Georgia had insinuated. The insinuation 
made by that gentleman, that Mr. P. made the 
motion to lay this bill on the table more with ref- 
erence to the absence of the friends of the meas- 
ure than otherwise, was wholly unfounded. Mr. 
P. had not the slightest knowledge of the subject, 
nor had he ever taken the least pains to ascertain 
who were absent or who were present. He 
hoped, therefore, the House would suffer the call 
to go on, that it might then be seen who were 
absent and who present. So far as he was con- 
cerned, he would say that, if there were any just 
grounds that any vote in this form and at this 
time would do injustice, or be acting unfairly, he 
would unquestionably at once desire the motion 
to lay the bill on the table withdrawn. 
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Mr. DUNCAN here raised the point of order, 
that the question was not debatable; for, if it was, 
he might be disposed to reply. 

The CHAIR said debate was not in order. 

Mr. PICKENS was in favor of the motion of 
the gentleman from New Hampshire; but he rose 
mostly to protestagainst the construction given by 
the gentleman from Virginia, that this would be 
a test vote. It would not be so. 

The CHAIR here arrested further discus- 
sion. 

Mr. GRENNELL then asked for the yeas and 
nays on the motion to suspend the call; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 92, nays 94. 

So the call proceeded further, and, excuses 
having been rendered for several absentees, 


it was dispensed with, on motion of Mr. HAR- 
LAN 


The CHAIR then propounded the question to 
lay the bill on the table, when 

Mr. LEGARE expressed a hope that the mo- 
tion would be withdrawn. 

The question was then taken, and the vote re- 
sulted in—yeas 106, nays 98, (38 members being 
absent, the House, with the Speaker, consisting 
of 242,) as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John 
W. Allen, Ayerigg, Bell, Biddle, Bond, William BE. Cal- 
houn, John Calhoon, William B. Campbell, Carter, Cham- 
bers, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Crockett, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, 
Evans, Everett, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Goode, James Graham, William 
Graham, Graves, Gray, Grennell, Hall, Halstead, Harian, 
Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Hop- 
kins, Henry Johnson, W. Cost Scnuscn, Kitgore, Lawler, 
Lincoln, Lyon, Mallory, Marvin, 8. Mason, Maury, May, 
Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogie, Pat- 
terson, Patton, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. 
Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Siade, Smith, 
Southgate, Stanly, Steuart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Thompson, ‘Tillinghast, ‘Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. 
White, John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Wise, and Yorke—106. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsali, Boon, Brodhead, Bronson, 
Bruyn, Bynum, Cambreleng, John Cainpbell, Casey, Cleve- 
Craig, Crary, Cushman, 


Dawson, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Duncan, Elmore, Farring- 


ton, Fairfield, Foster, Gallup, Glascock, Grantland, Grant, 
Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, 


Haynes, Holsey, Howard, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter 

Ingraham, Thomas B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, George N. Keim, Kemble, Legare, Leadbetter, 
Lewis, Logan, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Moore, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Pal- 
mer, Parker, Paynter, Pennybacker, Phelps, Pickens, Plu- 
mer, Potter, Pratt, Prentiss, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, Robe 
ertson, Sheffer, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Taylor, Thomas, 
Titus, Toucey, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Thomas T. Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worth- 
ington, and Yell—98. 

So the Senate bill was laid on the table. 


Mr. GRAY then rose and remarked that he had 
voted in the affirmative upon the question of laying 
the bill upon the table, for the purpose of availing 
himself of the right to move a reconsideration of 
the question—a right afforded under the rules of 
the House only to those who vote with the prevail- 
ing party. He gave notice that he should move 
for reconsideration to-morrow. 

Several other bills from the Senate were then 
read twice,and appropriately referred. 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Milligan was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG,, the House 
resol ved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Dromeoore in the 
chair,) and took up and considered the bill direct- 
ing the transfer of pension balances into the Treas- 
ury. 

ARMY BILL. 


The committee then took up the “ bill making 
appropriations for the support of the Army for the 
year 1838.”” 

Mr. EVERETT moved to strike from the clause 
**for subsistence, exclusive of that of officers, 
$1,040,797, including the sum of $390,885, for the 
subsistence of the volunteersand militia called out 
for preventing or suppressing Indian hostilities,’’ 
the latter sum, and to reduce the former sum to 


$738,800. 
After a few remarks by Messrs. BELL, CAM- 
BRELENG, UNDERWOOD, EVERETT, Me- 


KAY,and MERCER, 
The amendment was agreed to. 
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Mr. BELL wished to know, under the present 
circumstances of the country, whether the ap- 
propriations for the national armories might be 
dispensed with, as well as some other similar 
items. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG explained that he had 
made inquiry of the proper Departments, and the 
answers he had received from them were of a 
character which would not authorize him, as a 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
to strike it out. The Committee of the Whole, 
however, might do as it pleased in relation to this 
matter, because he himself was of opinion that 
some of these appropriations might be reduced 
somewhat. 

Aftera few remarks by Messrs. MERCER and 
CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. BELL moved to strike out the appropria- 
tion of $360,000 for national armories, and insert 
in lieu thereof $100,000. 

Mr. McKAY hoped this motion would not 
prevail, because if the appropriation was not ex- 
— in the course of the year, it would not be 
ost. He did not consider thatthere was sufficient 
information in the possession of the House to jus- 
tify this motion, and therefore trusted that it would 
not prevail, 

r. BELL said he had made this motion be- 
cause of the present condition of the country. It 
seemed to him that it was entirely improper that 
the Government ought to be borrowing money to 
carry on such extensive operations as seemed to 
be contemplated by this appropriation. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, inquired 
of the chairman of the Military Committee what 
was the amount of arms proposed to be manufac- 
tured in the course of the next year. 

Mr. McKAY was unable to say, because he 
had not the information at hand. The Military 
Committee, however, intended to examine into 
the matter; and when they did so, they would re- 
portto the House. It was well known, however, 
that the country was very deficient in arms, 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, was en- 
tirely a to making these appropriations as 
large, when the Treasury was bankrupt, as we 
had been in the habit of making heretofore, 

Mr. HAYNES said he should hardly have risen 
at present, if it had not been for the remarks of 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Wu.- 
L1aMs] abouta *‘ bankrupt Treasury.’’ We had 
heard the cry of ** bankrupt Treasury’’ so often 
repeated, upon so many occasions, that he would 
take leave to remind that gentleman, the House, 
and the country, of its immediate and efficient 
cause, without adverting to others associated 
with it, by which the Treasury had been brought 
to its present condition. That cause was the 
deposit of $28,000,000 of the public revenue with 
the States. If that sum had not been diverted 
from the purposes for which it was intended, we 
should not have heard of a “bankrupt T'reas- 
ury. 

i he was up, he would say a word upon the 
amendment proposed by the honorable gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Bert.] That gentleman 
proposes to reduce the appropriation of $360,000 
asked for, for the salen anieaana to $100,000, 
without giving us any data by which his mind 
has been governed, or which shall guide and di- 
rect the conclusion of ours. He was as ready as 
any member of this committee to go for every 
measure calculated to insure as economical an 
administration, and as strict accountability in the 
expenditure of the public money, as any member 
of the House. All that was necessary was to 
convince him, by fact and argument, that any 
appropriation asked for was extravagant, to in- 
duce him to vote for its reduction. But the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee, without any such show- 
ing, has asked us to cut down the appropriation 
for our armories from $360,000 to $100,000. 

So far as he was informed, the sum required 
for the present year did not exceed that which had 
usually been appropriated for the same purpose 
in former years. If gentlemen would look to the 
annual Treasury report of last December, they 
would discover that in three quarters of 1837 more 
than three hundred and thirty thousand dollars 
had been expended in this branch of the public 
service in three qdarters of the year, leaving less 
than thirty thousand for the remaining quarter. 
If the appropriation of former years, when no ex- 
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traordinary necessity existed, had averaged about 
the sum now asked for, surely the necessity was 
_ not lessened when we had some eight or ten thou- 
sand men in the field, and the wear and tear of 
military munitions must be so much increased. 
The importance of the national armories to the 
defense of the country should make us pause be- 
fore we consent to reduce the appropriation neces- 
sary to continue their operations, upon mere con- 
jecture, and without any data whatever. If we 
scatterand disperse the skillful artificers who have 
been collected at those establishments, where shall 
we be able to find them in the time of emergency 
to which all nationsareliable? It was worth while 
to remember that there were many laborers in 
those establishments whose families were de- 
ndent upon their employment in them for their 
read. e would not, he could not, on the single 
ground of humanity to persons thus situated, 
consent, without any evidence whatever, so to 
reduce the appropriation as to throw them upon 
the charity of the world. 

Mr. HOWARD was opposed to the reduction 
of this appropriation, because if it was reduced it 
would compel the superintendents to discharge 
their workmen, and afterward it would be very 
disadvantageous to commence the works again 
when they were out of order, and when, perhaps, 
good workmen could not be found. 

Mr. HOLSEY must oppose this amendment, 
unless the gentleman from Tennessee could dem- 
onstrate that we had more arms than were neces- 
sary for all contingencies. 

Mr. CALHOUN was opposed to the amend- 
ment, because, if it was agreed to, it would be 
impossible for either of them to carry on their 
operations. He hesitated not to say that these 
establishments were conducted with the greatest 
skill; and if this skill was dispersed through the 
country, it was almost impossible to collect it 
again. He looked upon the policy proposed here 
by the gentleman from Tennessee a most suicidal 

olicy. 
re Mr. BELL then withdrew his amendment. 

On motion of Mr. SAWYER, the committee 
then rose and reported the bill to transfer the bal- 
ances of the pension fund, when this bill, having 
first been ordered to be engrossed, was read a 
third time and passed. 

On motion, the House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 27, 1838. 


Mr. KING presented the petition of Joshua 
Kennedy, asking confirmation to the grant of a 
certain tract of land in Alabama: referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said he presented, 
some time ago, a memorial from certain citizens 
of Hampshire county, Virginia, in relation to the 
exaction of specie at the post office, and complain- 
ing that while Stockton and Stokes were demand- 
ing it from the postmasters in payment, that one 
of the contractors was deluging the country with 
shinplasters. Mr. C. said that these people had 
heard that it was denied that such issues were 
made, and had, consequently, inclosed him one 
of the notes, with a request that it be referred to 
the same committee to which the petition was re- 
ferred; and he made that motion in accordance 
with their request. 

Mr. KING expressed his surprise that the 
Senator from Kentucky should move the refer- 
ence of a shin-plaster to a committee. He might 
have handed it over without troubling the Sen- 
ate with a formal presentment of such a trifling 
matter. 

Mr. CLAY said he was sorry that he could not 
gratify the Senator; that the note had been sent 
as a voucher, and the letter containing it came in 
due course of mail, requesting that it should be 
so disposed of; and he would therefore ask that 
it be referred. 

a GRUNDY desired that the note might be 
read. 

The Secretary having read the note, found it 
signed by “* Lucius W. Stockton,’’ for twenty-five 
cents, and payable for stage fare at Union, and 
other places. 


Mr. BUCHANAN said the firm of Stockton 
and Stokes should not have been blamed for de- 


nying that they had issued what they reall 
not, This wes quite another affair.” net 
ene ae a was ei S the Committee on 
inance, the same to which the previous petiti 
had been referred. r i. 
_Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Boone county, Illinois, praying the 
establishment of a land office in that county; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. WHITE: a communication from the 
Secretary of War, on the subject of Indian an- 
nuities; referred, and ordered to be printed. 

By Mr. RUGGLES: from Thomas A. Smalley 
and others, praying the construction of a light- 
house; referred. 

By Mr. MOUTON: from an individual, ask- 
ing a preémption right; referred. 

By Mr. CRITTENDEN: from one of the heirs 
of Colonel Armstrong; referred. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


By Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on Dis- 
trict. of Columbia, to extend the jurisdiction of 
Washington city over the Potomac bridge, and 
to authorize the sale of certain lots in that city; 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, moved to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Hannah Smith; 
also, from the petition of Fergus S. Morrison; 
which was concurred in. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported a bill for the relief of Dennis 
Trammel, 

Also, for the relief of Margaret Wall. 

Also, for the relief of William Berry. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the bill from 
the House for the relief of Richard Frisby, re- 
ported the same without amendment. 

Also, from the same committee, an unfavorable 
report on the petition of Clement S. Lucas. 

he bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the United States for 1838, 
was received from the House, read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MERRICK presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of Maryland, in favor of a survey of 
Annapolis harbor and Severn river: laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, and after a conver- 
sation by Messrs. ROANE, KING, CLAY of 
Kentucky, HUBBARwW, RIVES, and CRIT- 
TENDEN, a message was sent to the House, 
asking the return of certain papers relating to a 
claim for interest on arrears of a pension to an in- 
dividual (unheard) in Virginia, which claim had 
been rejected by the Senate. The recall of the 
papers was made with a view to a further hearing 
on the case. 

The bill from the House authorizing the con- 
struction of the Cumberland road through Salem 
and Lewisburg, Ohio, was twice read, and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

The CHAIR presented a communication from 
the Treasury Department, with a supplement of 
the annual report of the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office, in relation to surveys and reser- 
vations of land: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

The following bills were read a third time, and 
passed: : 

The bill to authorize the correction of certain 
errors in the payment of French indemnities; 

The bill for the relief of John H. Jacocks; and 

The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of George Duvall, and others. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Mer- 
RicK, in relation to the survey of the Tangier 
sound, was called up, and adopted, after being 
so amended as to read— 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause Tangier sound and the har- 
bor of Annapolis to be surveyed. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


On motion of Mr. TIPTON, the Senate took up 
the bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road through Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

The subject of this bill was discussed by Messrs. 
NORVELL, TIPTON, STRANGE, CAL- 
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CHANAN, SMITH of Connecticut, ROBIN- 
SON, WALKER, HUBBARD, CLAY of Ken- 
tucky, YOUNG, CLAY of Alabama, and KING. 


The bill was opposed mainly on the ground of | 


the existing embarrassments and jankruptcy of 


the Government; partly on that of the want of | 


sufficient information, and partly on that of the 
inequality and injustice of the appropriation which 
it involved. ; 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bill was 
laid on the table; whereupon, 

On motionof Mr. BUCHANAN, the Secretary 
of War was directed to inform the Senate what 
portions of the estimates for the construction of 
the Cumberland road, in Ohio, Indiana, and IIli- 
nois, might be dispensed with without injury to 
the road, and without violating existing con- 
tracts. 

The Senate adjourned, after an executive ses- 
sion. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, March 28, 1838. 


Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented four petitions 
on the subject of the late duel. 

Mr. CUSHING also presented one on the same 
subject. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the following pe- 
titions upon the subject of the late duel, which 
were referred to the select committee having that 
subject under consideration, viz: Beardsly Lape 
and 55 others, citizens of Canajoharie, New York; 
Stephen Barrows and 35 others, citizens of West 
Camden; Jacob Traften and 36 others, citizens of 
West Camden; Alexander Libby and 55 others, 
citizens of Hartford; Joseph Dearbon and 57 
others, citizens of Hartford; Philip Abbott and 
147 others, citizens of Rumford; Alvan Bolster 
and 145 others, citizens of Rumford, all in the 
State of Maine. 

Mr. RUSSELL presented one on the same sub- 
ject from Washington county, New York, very 
numerously signed, without distinction of party. 

Mr. GRANT, of New York, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting held, without dis- 
tinction of party, by the citizens of Fulton, in the 
county of Oswego, New York, at the village of 
Fulton, on the 14th day of March instant, in re- 
lation to the recent duel, at which Aaron G. Fisk, 
Esq., presided, and Thomas Johnson officiated as 
secretary. Among the resolutions adopted, was 
one praying the expulsion of all members of Con- 
gress engaged in, or in any view connected with, 
the said duel; which proceedings and resolutions 
were committed to the select committee having 
this matter in charge. 

Mr. BEATTY, of Pennsylvania, also presented 
One on the same subject; which was referred to 
the select committee. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, on ee a remon- 
strance from certain citizensof New Hampshire, 
in relation to a proposed post route. 

Reports from committees were then called for. 


CLAIMS. 


Mr.WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, reported a bill 
to establish a board of commissioners to exam- 
ine and decide certain claims against the United 
States. 

The bill having been read twice, 

Mr.W. remarked that, as this bill proposed to 
establish a board of commissioners to adjudicate 
claims, and relieve the House and Congress of a 
mass of business, he hoped it would meet with 
its favorable consideration, and be taken up atan 
early day. If such a board was to be established, 
the sooner it was done the better. Mr.W. then 
moved that the bill be committed, and made the 
special order for Friday week; which was agreed 
to. 

PUBLIC LANDS. 


Mr, JOHNSON, of Louisiana, reported a bill 
to revive the supplementary act to the act to au- 
thorize the iahabitants of the State of Louisiana 
to enter a tract of land; which was read twice, 
and postponed to this | week. 

Mr. J. also reported a bill to confirm the claim 
of Charles Morgan to a certain tract of land, 

Mr. BOON reported Senate bill, with an amend- 
ment, for the relief of Michael Cassel, of La Porte 
county, Indiana. 
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Mr. B. having briefly explained the object of ing knife, if the Cherokees should be encouraged 


the bill and amendment, it was, on his motion, || to 


concurred in, and the bill ordered to a third read- 
ing, Teed the third time, and passed. 

Mr. BOON then gave notice that on Tuesday 
next, attwelveo’clock, he should move the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the bill granting pre- 
emption rights to actual settlers on the public 


lands. 
JUDICIARY. 


Mr, THOMAS reported, without amendment, 
bill for the relief of the securities of Archibald 
H. Sneed. 

Mr. T. also reported a joint resolution giving 
the same per cent. given to the clerks and messen- 
gers of hes Departments, to those in the office 
of the Attorney General; which was read twice 
and committed. 7 

Mr. MARTIN reported a bill for the relief of 
Sarah H. B. Stith. 


REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. A.H. SHEPHERD roparied a bill grant- 


ing seven years’ half pay for Revolutionary ser- 
vices of John McClelland, deceased. 
Mr. S. also made several unfavorable reports. 
Mr. HARPER made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of the administrator of John McHal- 
ton. 
PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 


Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relief of 
David Ballentyne. 

Mr. H. also reported, without amendment, 
Senate bill for the relief of Abed P. Lacey. 


CHEROKEE AFFAIRS. 


Mr. BELL moved that the Committee on Indian 
Affairs be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of a memorial from Riverhead, in the State 
of New York, asking an inquiry into the valid- 
ity oF the Cherokee treaty, and that it lie on the 
table. 

Mr. EVERETT asked for a division of the 
question on pachetging and laying on the table, 
and made a few remarks on the subject, which 
were wholly inaudible at the position occupied by 
the reporters of the Globe. 

Mr. HAYNES said, desirous as he might be 
to repel the attacks made by the honorable mem- 
ber from Vermont, he would not follow the ex- 
ample he had sometimes seen set there, of making 
a speech, and then closing with a motion which 
deprived every one else of the opportunity of a 
reply. Mr. H. said, ‘*I will abide my time.” 
That time will come; and then, so far aa could, 
he would discuss the whole merits of the subject 
as well as he was able. He now demanded the 
previous question. 

Mr. DAWSON requested his colleague to 
withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HAYNES would willingly oblige his col- 
league, but he wished to stop this discussion. 

The House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question—ayes 70, noes 76, 

Mr. DAWSON then addressed the House for 
some time in arguing for an immediate disposi- 
tion of the subject. 

Mr. HAYNES said it was very much his de- 
sire that there should be no further discussion of 
this subject, or he would not have made the mo- 
tion, which, as he thought, had unfortunately 
failed; or he would have, with great pleasure, 
withdrawn that motion at the request of his col- 
league, (Mr. Dawson.] He concurred entirely 
in the remarks which had been made by his col- 
league. It was too late to deal with this question 
as a mere abstraction. The time had gone by 
when any practical good could result from an in- 
quiry into the policy which had been pursued 
generally toward the Indians, and particularly 
toward the Cherokees. He would go one step 
further than his colleague had gone with respect 
to the accountability which would rest somewhere 
if the country should be involved in war with the 
Cherokee Indians, He charged no one with stim- 
ulating the Cherokees to the course they had pur- 
sued and are now pursuing. But if there were 
any who had instigated and stimulated them to 
resist the execution of the treaty, upon his head 
would rest the blood of the white man and the 
Indian, of the delicate female and prattling infant, 
which would be shed by the lomabewk and scalp- 
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persist in carrying their present course to ex~ 
tremities. Sir, what political purpose would be 


|, answered by the reference proposed by the hon- 


orable gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Evererr?} 
| Has any one but that gentleman ever taken the 
ground that this House has any jurisdiction over 
| the question of treaty or no treaty? Mr. H. be- 
lieved that in the whole course of his experience 
here and elsewhere, he had never known that doc- 
| trine maintained by any one but the gentleman 
from Vermont. The utmost extent to which any 
| one had gone, so far as he was informed, was, 
| that if a treaty involved an appropriation, this 
| House might or might not make it at its pleasure. 
| For what purpose was it proposed to investigate 
| the conduct of the late and present Administra- 
| tions in reference to this subject? The gentleman 
from Vermonthad intiuated thatthe result of the 
investigation proposed by him might be the found- 
ation of an impeachment against the late Presi- 
dent of the United States. If that gentleman, or 
any other member of this Pticiee, believed the late 
President has exceeded his constitutional power 
in negotiating the Cherokee treaty, let him bring 
forward articles of impeachment against him. 

If he should do so, he would find himself in a 
most singular position, in bringing that distin- 
guished individual for trial before a body which 
was particeps criminis in the very act for which 
the gentleman from Vermont had intimated that 
it might be proper to impeach him. 

He repeated that it was not his desire to enter 
into a general discussion of this subject. He had 
been taunted on other occasions by gentlemen 
who had brought up irrelevant topics with a desire 
to evade discussion. In thisgentiemen were mis- 
taken. He had no douot a suitable occasion 
would shortly occur, when it would be his duty 
to discuss this subject; when, to the best of hia 
ability, he would do justice to the State one of 
whose Representatives he had the honor to be. 

Till then he wished it to be put at restby such 
a vote as would convince the Cherokees that they 
must abide md the provisions of the treaty. The 
sooner this should be done the better. 

Mr. EVERETT briefly replied to the two gen- 
tlemen from Georgia, stating that it was not his 
opinion that these Indians would not have to re- 
move from the State of Georgia. He believed it 
to be their true interest to remove, and he believed 
they would have to remove under some other 
treaty, if they did not under this. But he asked 
that justice might be done to them, and thatsuch 
course might be pursued by the country as would 
prevent bloodshed. He did not believe that any 
one had been holding out the idea to this Chero- 
kee delegation that there was a chance of their 
remaining inGeorgia. Certainly he had heard of 
no one who had held out this idea to them, but 
he did hope to see justice done them by this Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG here called for the ordera 
of the day; but, at the request of several gentle- 
men, withdrew the call. 

Mr. LAWLER believed that the course recom- 
mended to be pursued by the gentleman from 
Vermont would be attended with no good results. 
He believed, so far as he had been informed on 
this subject, that John Ross had determined to 
enter into no negotiation until this treaty was set 
aside. This being the case, he deemed it to be 
highly important thatthe House should take some 
action now; and the decision of this question, he 
thought, would be sufficient evidence to the Cher- 
okees of the course which Congress intended pur- 
suing. If the House determines that it wil! take 
no further action on this memorial, the delega- 
tion will know what to expect; and he hoped the 
vote might now be taken, and the question put at 
rest. 

Mr.CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, said that 
the dictates of humanity should prompt us to hold 
out no delusive hopes to these people. He trusted 
the House would now determine the question, and 
put this vexed matterat rest forthe present. Mr. 
C, then called for the yeas and nays on the first 
part of the motion, namely: to discharge the com- 
mittee, which were ordered, and were—yeas 102, 
nays 75; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Beatty, Beirne, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Brodhead, Cambreleng, 
William B. Campbell, Join Campbell, Casey, Chambers 
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Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Crary, Cushman, 
Dawson, Dromgoule, Elmore, Farrington, Fairfield, Foster, 
Gallup, James Garland, Rice Garland, Glascock, Grantiand, 
Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hamer, Hammond, Harrison, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, 
Ingham, Thomas B. Jackson, J. Jackson, H. Johnson, J. 
Johnson, N. Jones, Kemble, Keim, Lawier, Legare, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, James M. Mason Martin, 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, McClure, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, 
Paimer, Parker, Patton, Paynter, Pennybacker, Phelps, 
Pickens, Plumer, Praut, Prentiss, Rhett, Richardson, Rives, 
Sheffer, Charles a Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Steu- 
art, Stone, Taylor, Thomas, Thompson, Titus, ‘Turney, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. 
Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yell—102. 
NAYS— Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Ay- 
crigg, Bell, Bond, William B. Calhoun, John Calhoon, 
William B. Carter, Cheatham, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, Deberry, Dunn, Evans, Ever- 
ett, Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Goode, William Graham, 
Graves, Hall, Halstead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, Henry, 
Robert M. 'T. Hunter, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, Samson 
Mason, Maury, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, 


, Milligan, Mitchel), Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 


Noyes, Ogie, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, Pope, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Ser- 
geant, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanley, Stratton, ‘Talia- 
ferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Underwood, Albert 8. White, 
John White, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise, 
and Yorke—75. 

The motion to lay it upon the table was then 
agreed to without a division. 


ARMY BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
went into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. DROMGOOLE in the chair, 
and took up the ‘ bill making appropriations for 
the support of the Army for the year 1838.”’ 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 
item of $258,273 for arsenals, and insert the sum 
of $232,000 for the same purpose. 

Mr. BELL thought this appropriation, consid- 
ering the present state of the country, might be 
much more reduced. He then went into some 
statistics in relation to this appropriation, and 
concluded by moving to amend the amendment 
to $100,000. 

Mr. YELL inquired whether this appropriation 
was intended to be applied to all the public ar- 
senals, or whether it was only intended for a par- 
ticular class of these establishments. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied, that it was in- 
tended for the whole of them, there being sixteen 
of these establishments in the United States; and 
sent a document to the table, showing the appro- 
priations which would be necessary tor carrying 
on these arsenals for the next year, which was 
read by the Clerk. 

Mr. YELL should like, before a vote was taken, 
to leok into the condition of some of these estab- 
lishments. If the gentleman would so modify 
his motion as not to make any reduction in those 
establishments which provided protection to the 
western frontier, he would not oppose it; but he 
could not consent, while the policy of the Govern- 
ment in removing the Indians upon their borders 
placed them in a perilous situation, to have the 
appropriations taken away from them which 
were to provide them a means of defense. 

Mr. BELL thought the Secretary of War 
would exercise a propor discretion on this sub- 
ject. He himself thought the arsenals in Arkansas 
ought to be kept up, but the appropriation for 
others might be dispensed with. He then modi- 
fied his motion so as to make the appropriation 
$150,000. 

Mr. YELL did not desire to have either the 
Secretary of War or the President to exercise a 
discretion on this subject. They were in need of 
the means of defense, and he trusted no discretion 
might be vested anywhere which might deprive 
them of these means, by any considerations of 
policy or ena 

Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted this as a mod- 
ification of his motion, because he believed the 
estimates of the Department had provided for 
many new works which he thought might be dis- 
pensed with for the present. 

Mr. POPE disagreed from this opinion of the 
chairman of the Committee of Waysand Means. 
He thought the estimates ought to be adhered 
to. 

Mr. McKAY concurred with the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means on this sub- 
ject. He believed the appropriations for these 
new works might be dispensed with advantage- 
ously, considering the present embarrassed condi- 





tion of the Treasury; and he hoped the motion to 
— this appropriation to $150,000 might pre- 
vail. 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, apprehended the true 
and fair statement of the question to be one of 
postponement of some of the less needful objects; 
and, in the present condition of the Treasury, 
many of them might be postponed without its 
being interpreted as an indication of the sense of 
the House against their construction at some time 
orother. In reference to the appropriations, Mr. 
M. avowed himself disposed to vote as much as 
would keep the objects from suffering, though he 
was not inclined to go for new works. 

Mr. YELL moved an amendment to theamend- 
ment, that $100,000 of the $150,000, or so much 
thereof as may suffice to complete the arsenals 
already commenced, and those on the western 
frontier. He moved this because he conceived 
the whole western frontier should be put in a 
state of defense, and he wished the Executive re- 
quired to carry the former laws on this subject into 
effect, which had not as yet been done, for the 
sites, as yet, in two years, had only been purchased 
and marked out. 

Mr. MERCER expressed himself in favor of 
the amendment, and complained of the large 
expenditures for the construction of arsenals, 
$14,000 being contemplated, whereas less than 
half the — was sufficient; and yet still larger 
sums were called for, and forty acres of land pur- 
chased at Little Rock. All that was necessary 
was a single shed, strongly built, and protected 
from the weather, consisting of one ortwo rooms, 
with the occasional attendance of a man to look 
after the arms. He was opposed to any increase 
of the sums proposed in the law of 1836, namely: 
$14,000 for each. 

Mr. McKAY referred to the estimates and 
statements of the Head of the Ordnance Depart- 
ment, showing that, in addition to the $14,000, 
owing to the high price of materials and labor, 
$10,000 more would be wanted to complete the 
arsenal at Liberty, Missouri, $12,000 at Little 
Rock, and $30,000 at Memphis, Tennessee, and 
if the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see was intended to restrict the cost of those works 
to the limit of the law of 1836, they could not be 
constructed. In reply to Mr. Yertt, Mr. McK. 
said the delay complained of had arisen from the 
factthat the money appropriated was insufficient, 
and the Secretary of War could not go on to com- 
plete the works till Congress sanctioned a larger 
sum than originally proposed. 

Mr. YELL complained that the whole of the 
first appropriation had been withheld till Congress 
had made an additional one. The Executive 
should have gone on to use what money there 
was, and not wait till a larger appropriation was 
made. He said, that if effective measures were 
not taken, and that speedily, to protect the west- 
ern frontier, in less than three years half the — 
of his constituents would be lying on the coals, 
from the General Government sending such large 
bodies of Indians there. If the Government would 
not protect Arkansas, give the people arms, and 
they would, and they were well able, protect 
themselves. The Creeks and the Seminoles had 
been sent there in chains, as they would never 
forget their degradation, The Cherokees were 
about to be sent there also, and his solemn con- 
viction was, that in less than two years there 
would be a general war on that frontier. 

Mr. McKAY had not justified the Executive 
in delaying the execution of the law with a view 
to get a larger appropriation. So far from it, he 
held that the Executive was bound to execute the 
law when it was practicable, but when only a 
third of the amount was sufficient, would it not 
be’ better to postpone making contracts, preparin 
materials, &c.; Secale its size and extent coul 
only be ascertained from the maximam of the sum 
to be expended. 

Mr. YELL’S amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. MERCER moved a further amendment to 
add the’words, ‘‘ according to the provisions of 
the existing law.”’ 

Mr. YELL inquired the object of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. MERCER replied that it was to meet the 
aggament of the gentieman from North Carolina, 
and to save a prodigal expenditure, or more than 
authorized by the existing law. 





Mr. YELL. What, to linkt the cost of the 


arsenal at Little Rock to $14,000? 

Mr. MERCER. Certainly. 

Mr. YELL. That will neverdo, for the work 
cannot be constructed for the money. 

Mr. MERCER was convinced that $10,000 was 
sufficient to build an arsenal capable of contain- 
ing a hundred thousand stand of arms; most 
probably for about half the money. The sum 
appropriated was abundantly sufficient, and he 
could not consent to sanction a violation of the 
existing law. He concurred with the gentleman 
in what he said about the necessary defense of the 
western frontier, rendered defeneelese by the mis- 
erable policy of the Government in regard to the 
Indians. 

Mr. YELL contended that $14,000 was insuffi- 
cient, for a large supply of arms, and a magazine, 
were necessary at Little Rock, a point as import- 
ant, at least, as that at St. Louis, which had cost 
$300,000. ‘There must be quarters for two com- 
panies at least, officers, workmen, &c., and 
$14,000 would not begin todo it. If economy 
was intended, he would go with the gentleman, 
and knock off one third, for his people would 
stand it, but then let them go through the whole 
bill, and cut down all other items in the same pro- 
portion. Make a general reduction of one third, 
and he would be content to suffer with the rest; 
but the effect of the gentleman’s amendment would 
be to cut down the three most important arsenals 
in the whole western country. 

Mr. POPE believed the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was mistaken that an arsenal could be con- 
structed at Little Rock for $10,000, though he 
regarded the cost of the ground, forty acres, at 
$100 an acre,as extravagant. He expressed his 
admiration at the spirit displayed by the gentle- 
man from Arkansas in ¢alling the Executive to 
account; but he did not apprehend the dangers 
spoken of from the Indians on the Arkansas front- 
ier, for the reason that the head-men of the Choc- 
taws and Cherokees were men of large property, 
holding slaves, and cultivating the soil, whose in- 
terest it would be to repress their people. He 
was opposed to Mr. Mercer’s amendment, and 
thaught it better for Mr. YELL not to have moved 
the one he did. 

Mr. McKAY remarked that the proposed 
amendment was inconsistent with the oneadopted, 
which embraced $100,000, or so much of that sum 
as might be necessary, to complete these arsenals; 
but if the amendment of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was adopted, no more could be expended 
than was appropriated in the act of 1836. Where, 
then, was the use of Mr. YeLL’samendment? Mr. 
McK, stated, further, thatthe gentleman from Ar- 
kansas was mistaken in supposing that it would 
be necessary to have two companies of troops at 
the arsenal. 

Mr. MERCER denied there was any inconsist- 
ency in the two amendments. His amendment 
was intended toexclude the idea that $30,000 more 
should be expended for this work than was au- 
thorized by the existing law; but if it was ex- 
cluded, it would be received as an indication that 
the House was willing to expend a larger sum. 
He believed the remaining balance of $10,000 was 
amply sufficient to construct the work; but, if not, 
let a separate bill be eee in for the purpose. 
Moreover, Mr. M. insisted that the appropriation 
itself was out of order, and could only be made 
by a special bill. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. HOL- 
SEY, and JOHNSON of Louisiana, against the 
amendment, it was disagreed to, and the original 
amendment was agreed to. 

The other clauses of the bill were then agreed to. 

Mr. BELL then moved an additional clause for 
drafts lying over and eo for, for arrear- 
ages on account of the Florida war, $553,415. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG objected to the amend- 
ment, because the item was embraced in another 
bill. Moreover these heads of expenditure should 
be kept separate, and not an appropriation for the 
Florida war be included in the Arm bill. 

Mr. EVERETT objected to the Seminole ap- 
propriation being divided. 4 

M . BELL replied that the rule under which 
the gentleman from New York objected to this 
item, applied only to a whole bill, and not to a 
single, substantive proposition out of another 
bill. Nor was there anything in the argument 














that these bills should be kept separate to ascer- 
tain the precise expenditure of the Florida war, 
because ions are in this billalready from three to 
five hundred thousand dollars, though indirectly, 
viz: in increased clothing, subsistence, etc. Again, 
he was desirous of paying the ee at once, 
so that the discussion on the other bill might not 
be hurried, on the ground of existing claims or 
arrearages. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG confessed that he was 
somewhat surprised at the anxiety manifested by 
the gentleman to pay the Government’s protested 
drafts; butifhe would make his amendmenteffect- 
ive he should propose to appropriate at once, 
$2,000,000. hy, did not the gentleman know 
that the Florida campaign was now drawing to its 
close? And did he not know that the great mass 
of this expense was already incurred? Three 
months’ pay was already due for the present 
year. Mr. C. was willing that a full debate 
should be had upon the Florida war, and it was 
for that very reason he desired to keep the bills 
separate; but if the gentleman continued to keep 
long discussions upon small items, there would 
be no opportunity of reaching important meas- 


ures. 

Mr. DOWNING suggested an amendment, so 
as to cover the whole of the unpaid arrearages 
and just claims against the Government, on ac- 
count of the Florida war, up to this time. 

Mr.BELL. That was my intention. 

Mr. DOWNING. Then $500,000 would not 
meet it, nor, he believed, two millions. 

Mr. EVERETT persisted in his objection to 
this amendment, but preferred having two bills 
brought into the House; one to embrace the arrear- 
ages, and the other to provide for the future ex- 
penses of the war. 

Without taking the question, on motion of Mr. 
MALLORY, the committee rose and reported, 
and then, on motion, the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, March 28, 1838. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Treasury Department, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate, a state- 
ment of the amount of custom-house bonds, col- 
lected and paid annually from the Ist of October, 
1827, to Ist ie Se He 1837: laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
a large number of citizens of Lancaster county, 
Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass a law 
prohibiting any person from holding office under 
the Government, who has been engaged in a duel: 
laid on the table. 

Mr. B. also presented a petition from a number 
of citizens of Philadelphia, asking Congress to 
establish a dry dock at the navy-yard at that 
pones referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
airs, 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia, and one from sun- 
dry citizens of Starke county, Ohio, praying Con- 
= to abolish slavery and the slave trade in the 

istrict of Columbia. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Massachusetts on the same subject. 
The motions to receive the above petitions were 
severally laid on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of ee against the admission of 
any State into the Union, whose constitution tol- 
erates slavery: laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of a large 
number of citizens of Cleveland, Cuyahoga coun- 
ty, Ohio, in relation to the late outrage committed 
on the territory and jurisdiction of the United 
States, by the invasion and burning of the steam- 
boat Caroline, at Schlosser. The memorial prays 
Congress to take such measures in relation to the 
outrage as the dignity, honor, and safety of the 
country required. r. A. moved to refer the 
memorial to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, 

Mr. BUCHANAN had no objection to the refer- 
ence of the memorial to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations; but he wished first to say one 
word, lest some misapprehension on the subject 
should prevail in the country. We know, he 
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of negotiation between the British Government 
and ours. He hoped and believed that that Gov- 





| ernment would do us justice; but it would be ob- 


vious, that while the negotiation was pending, it 
would not be proper for the committee to make 
any report. If the time should come—and he 
trusted that it never would—when it would be 
necessary for the committee to act, there was no 
doubt but they would do their duty. 

Mr. ALLEN said he had as much confidence 
in the patriotism of the committee as any onee 
and it was, therefore, that he desired the memorial 
to take the same course that had been given to on; 


formerly presented by him on the same subject. | 


He did not believe that the reference of the me- 
morial would interfere with the negotiations going 
on between this and the offending Government; 
and he had barely, in obedience to the wishes of 
the citizens of one of the largest and most im- 
portant cities of the West, situated in the vicinity 
of the territories of that Government which had 
committed the outrage, presented their views to 
the Senate. He had no doubt but the committee 
would exercise that wise and patriotic course 
which was consistent with them. - 

Mr. BUCHANAN did not at all suppose that 
there was any impropriety in this large and re- 
spectable meeting presenting a petition on a sub- 
ject so interesting to them. is remarks were 
only intended as an apology for the committee, 
in not making a report on the subject. 

The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
R. C. Hardesty. 

Mr. ROBINSON, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of James Latham, de- 
ceased; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which had been referred three memo- 
rials from the citizens of Easton, Pennsylvania, 
and Richmond, Virginia, on the subject of a na- 
tional foundry, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, 
the committee having reported a bill on the sub- 
ject, leaving the selection of the site to the Pres- 
ident. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. ALLEN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, offered the following joint resolution: 


Resolution to authorize the purchase of an island 
in the river Delaware, called the Pea Patch. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the Secretary of War be, and he 
hereby is, authorized to purchase of the lawful 
owner thereof, a certain island injthe river Dela- 
ware, commonly called the Pea Patch, and that 
he report to Congress the contract which he may 
make, to be subject to their future action. 


DELEGATE FOR THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. NORVELL rose and remarked, that he 
had, some weeks ago, introduced a resolution in- 
quiring into the expediency of authorizing the 
people of the District of Columbia to elect a Del- 
egate to the House of Representatives. It was 
not his purpose to enter, at this time, upon the 
discussion of the subject, but to take up the reso- 
lution for reference. He had examined the Con- 
stitution, and all the other writings which he 
could lay his hands on, having a bearing upon 
the proposition. From these he could perceive 
no difficulty in carrying it into effect. A Dele- 

ate, to represent the people of this District in 

ongress, would relieve the. members of both 
Houses from much labor and examination, which 
they had very little leisure, from their own local 
and the national affairs, to bestow upon the pe- 
culiar interests of the District ; and the meas- 
ure would insure a more vigilant and just atten- 
tion to those interests. He therefore moved to 
take up the resolution for consideration and refer- 
ence. 

Mr. ROANE inquired whether there was any 
petition or memorial on the subject from the peo- 


said, that the subject of thisoutrage is ina course || ple of the District, and, if not, in what manner 
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the committee was to form an opinion as to their 
wishes. It did seem to him that it was time 
enough for Congress to act when requested to do 
so by those most immediately interested. 

Mr. GRUNDY thought that the Senate ought 
not to move in this wane in any way, and that, 
asa matter of delicacy, the proposition should firat 
come from the House of Representatives. The 
Senate, which had nothing todo with Delegates, 
ought not to attempt to force a Delegate on the 
other body, without consulting them. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that if the pongre of the 
District had not petitioned Congress fora Delegate, 
it was penvenls because they supposed that their 
petitions would receive very little attention. The 
subject had, on various occasions, been agitated 
among them; and he believed that they generally 
desired the adoption of the measure. If it were 
one proper and justin itself, as he thought it was, 
he could not perceive the necessity of waiting for 
the Bresentaiies of petitions from the people of 
the District, who, at present, enjoyed neither rep- 
resentation nor any other pelisianl rights: With 
regard to the only ablastien to the resolution, urged 
by the Senator from Tennessee, that the measure 
ought to originate in the other House, as the Dele- 
gate was proposed for that House, he remarked, in 
justification of himself, that in conversation with 
the chairman of the District, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, he understood that honorable mem- 
ber to recommend action on the proposition here, 
in the first place, as it would probably pass through 
the Senate with greater facility, and then be acted 
upon with more promptitude in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. GRUNDY still thought that the proposition 
ought to have come from the House of Representa- 
tives itself, and not in consequence of a sugges- 
tion from a member of it. 

Mr. G, then moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which was agreed to. 

Mr. PRESTON presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of South Carolina, on the subject 
of a mail route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which lie one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instruct- 
ed to state to the Senate the number of fortifica- 
tions complete, the number commenced and unfin- 
ished, the number proposed to complete the system 
of defense, but not commenced, the size of wank 
the original estimated cost of the construction, 
and armament of each, the amount which has 
been expended on each, and the amount necessary 
to complete each. 


Resolved, That he be further instructed to state 
to the Senate, whether, in his judgment, if steam 
batteries should be employed in defense of our 
harbors, bays, &c., any of such fortifications can 
be dispensed with or diminished. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be in- 
structed to communicate to the Senate, whether in 
his judgment, a system of defense by armed 
steamers, might not be organized, which would 
be more effective and economical than any mode 
hitherto employed to resist invasion. 


Resolved, That he be further instructed to lay 
before the Senate an estimate of the expense of 
organizing an efficient system of defense by armed 
steamers. 


On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Fre- 


donia, by Princetown, Indiana, to Mount Carmel, 
Illinois. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the corpo- 
rate authorities of the town of Mobile; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The Senate took up and considered as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, the bill for the relief of Wil- 
liam R. Taylor, administrator of Jonathan Taylor, 
deceased; and after a debate, in which the claim 
was advocated by Messrs. CLAY of Kentucky, 
CRITTENDEN, GRUNDY, SMITH of Con- 
necticut, YOUNG, WHITE, and STRANGE, 
and opposed by Messrs. HUBBARD, MORRIS, 
and PRENTISS. F 
The question was taken on the indefinite post- 
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ponement of the bill, and decided in the negative 
—yeas 10, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Buchanan, Hubbard, King, 
Lumpkin, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Smith of In- 
diana, Tipton, and Williams—10. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Clay of Alabama, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Fulton, Gran- 
dy, Linn, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, 
Swift, Trotter, Walker, White, and Young—21. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, gave notice that at | 
one o’clock to-morrow he should move to take | 
up the bill to reduce and graduate the price of | 
public lands, and he hoped the members from the 
nine States interested would be present, and pre- | 
pared to give it their support. 

The amendment of the House to the Senate bill 








for the relief of Michael Cassel was concurred in. 


twice and referred: 

The bill for the relief of Samuel Milligan. 

The bill directing the transfer of moneys re- 
maining unpaid by certain pensioners, and au- 
thorizing the payment of the same at the Treas- 
ury of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Senate took 
up and considered, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill to revive and continue in force the act to 
provide for persons disabled by known wounds 
received in the Revolutionary war, and ordered 
the same to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the bill 
for the relief of Sutton Stevens, which was laid 
on the table the other day, was taken up, as in 
Committee of the Whole, when Mr. C. presented 
some additional documents, obtained from the 
General Land Office, explanatory of the claim, 
and, after some remarks from Messrs. CLAY and | 
LUMPKIN, the bill was again laid on the table. | 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, the Senate went 
into the consideration of Executive business; af- 
ter which, it adjourned 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, March 29, 1838. 


Petitions on the subject of the late duel were, 
on leave, presented by Messrs. ADAMS, BIRD- 
SALL, and DeGRAFF, and referred to the select 
committee having that subjectunder investigation. 

Mr. BIRDSALL, on leave, presented the pro- 
ceedings of a public meeting of the citizens of 
Wayne county, New York, held the 16th day of 
March, 1838, of which Colonel lra Jenkins was 
chairman, and 8S, Sailsbury, Esq., was secretary, 
called for the purpose of expressing their opin- 
jons upon the late sanguinary affair at the seat of 
the General Government, which resulted in the 
death of Hon. Jonaruan Critter; which, on 
motion of Mr. B., were referred to the select 
committee having the matter under consideration. 

Mr. B., on leave, presented the memorial of 
John DeMott, and one hundred and fifty-five | 
others, inhabitants of Seneca county, New York; 
also, the memorial of Lewis Johnson, and one | 
hundred and twenty-nine others, inhabitants of 
the same county and State, praying Congress to | 
expel every member of that body criminally en- | 
gaged in the duel between the late Mr. Custer 
and Graves, and that they be handed over to the | 
legal tribunals of that State whose criminal code 
they have violated; which, on motion of Mr. B., 
were referred to the select committee now inves- 
tigating that subject. 

Mr. B. also asked leave to present the petition 
of Thomas McClintock and thirty-six others, 
inhabitants of Waterloo, New York, praying the 
House of Representatives to rescind the resolu- 
tion of Mr. Parton, of the 2lst day of December, 
1837, on the subject of abolition memorials; ob- 
jection being made, the same was not received. 

Mr. DeGRAFF presented a memorial from Eli 
Beecher and two hundred and ninety other in- 
habitants of Saratoga county, New York, in ref- 





| 
The following bills from the House were read 
| 
| 
| 
| 





erence to the late duel; which was referred to the | 


select committee on that aubject. 
MEXICAN BOUNDARY. 


Mr. YELL presented a memorial from the Le- | 


gisiature of Arkansas, in relation to the bound- 
ary line between the United States and Mexico; 
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which, on his motion, was referred to the Com- 

mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

| Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize, for a limited 
time, two additional clerks in the office of the 
Commissary General of Subsistence. 


WESTERN FRONTIER. 


Mr. HARRISON, of Missouri, begged leave 
| to inquire of the chairman of the Military Com- 
| mittee, when it was probable that committee 
| would report a bill to provide for the better pro- 
| tection of the western frontier. 

Mr. McK AY replied that he had been instructed 
| by the committee to prepare a bill on the subject, 
and it would be either reported to-morrow, or, 
at farthest, on an early day next week. 

Mr. MILLIGAN, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs; reported Senate bill without amend- 
ment for the relief of Irvine Shubrick. 


BROOKLYN NAVY-YARD. 


Mr. INGHAM, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to extend and improve the navy- 
yard at Brooklyn, and to construct a dry-dock 
at the same. 

FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs, reported a resolution proposing to 
make the * bill to provide for the satisfaction of 
claims due to certain American citizens for French 
spoliations prior to 1801,” the special order from 
and after one o’clock, on Friday and Saturday, 
the 13th and 14th days of April next. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG hoped this bill would 
not be made the specinl order, and as it proposed 
an appropriation of five millions of dollars, he 
should feel compelled to call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. C., however, withdrew the call, and the 
Cuair was about to divide the House; when 

Mr. HOWARD remarked that he wished to 
know the opinion of the House on this bill, and 
he therefore asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and were—yeas 79, nays 63. 

So the resolution was not concurred in, requir- 
ing a majority of two thirds. 

‘Mr. SIBLEY, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill granting a pen- 
sion to Israel Parsons. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on Invalid 





Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | 


Neil Cannon. 

Mr. TAYLOR, on leave, submitted a resolu- 
tion directing the Committee on Invalid Pensions 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen- 
sion to Samuel Hudson; which was agreed to. 


POST OFFICE BUILDING. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill provid- 
ing for the removal of the walls of the Treasury 
building, and for the erection ofa fire-proof build- 
ing for the Post Office Department; which was read 
twice, 


Mr. L. moved its commitment, and that it be | 


made the special order for Tuesday next. 
Mr. YELL and Mr. CAMBRELENG sev- 
erally opposed giving this bill precedence over all 


other business, especially as in Committee of the | 


Whole on the state of the Union it was always 
competent for a majority to take it up. 


Mr. LINCOLN modified his motion by refer- | 
| ring it to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union; which was agreed to, 


ARKANSAS LANDS. 

Mr. YELL, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, reported a bill to extend the further time 
of twelve months to the location of public dona- 
tions in Arkansas. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, from the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported ad- 
versely on a memorial of certain citizens of Hali- 
fax, North Carolina, praying foradditional com- 
pensation to the postmaster there. 


REVOLUTIONARY NAVAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, reported a resolution instructin 
that committee to inquire into the expediency o 
placing the officers of the United States Navy, 
engaged in the war of the Revolution, onthe same 
footing, in respect o commutation, bounty lands, 
ec, as the officers of the army, engaged in the 
Revolutionary war; which was concurred in. 


| 
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Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- 
factures, reported Senate bill ,withoutamendment, 
to authorize two citizens of Georgia to import, 
free of duty, the materials of two iron steamboats. 

LANDS FOR SCHOOLS. 

The unfinished business of the morning hour 
was the consideration of the resolution of Mr. 
Jounson of Maryland, to grant donations of lands 
to the old States for seminary purposes. 

Mr, LAWLER, who wasentitled to the floor, 
moved its reference to the same Committee on the 
Union to which a resolution submitted some time 
ago, on the subject of the public lands, by Mr. L, 
himself, had been referred; which was agreed to, 

PREEMPTION SALES. 

The vote of the House by which a resolution 
of Mr. Siape, calling for certain information on 
the sales, &c., of the public lands, came up for re- 
consideration. The resolution required the spe- 
cific amount of sales under the different preémp- 
tion laws, from time to time, as they were made. 

Mr. HOPKINS explained that he had made 
the motion onthe 22d instant, at the desire of Mr. 
Lyon of Alabama, who had stated to him that the 
scope of the resolution was such that it would 
produce great delay in the general business of the 
land office if it was complied with. 

Mr. LYON had no objection to the resolution, 
if it was so modified as to call for the information 
in the aggregate; but, if the specific information 
was insisted upon, it would take the clerks in that 
office two months to a it, to the hindrance 
of all, or nearly all, the other business. 

Mr. SLADE could not consent to such a modi- 
fication, for the information was indispensable in 
the form he had called for it, to ascertain the 
workings and operation of the preémption sys-— 
tem. - 

Mr. LYON contended that the aggregate was 
all that would be necessary, but to go into each 
law, for the last fifteen years, would consume a 
vast deal of time, and a great deal of unnecessary 
labor. 

Mr. SLADE would modify his resolution so as 
to call for the amount from year to year. 

Mr. BOON went on to show that the gentle- 
man could notattain his object even in that way, 
on account of some of the preémption rights ex- 
tending to two years, and as the entries came on 
here by what was familiarly known as “ dupli- 
cates,’’ it was not probably known at the Land 
Office what were preémptions and what not. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, hoped 
the resolution would be adopted, for it was neces- 
sary to have the information, in order, by show- 
ing the operation of the system, to endeavor, if 
possible, to check its spirit. He held, with the 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Siapg,] that the 
system was an evil, but whether it was or not, 
the information was indispensable. 

The motion to reconsider was disagreed to, and 
on motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
passed to the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a statement of the amount of Treas- 
ury notes issued under the authority of the act 
therefor passed at the last session of Congress, 
the amount of the same received in payment of the 
public dues, the amount of moneys received on 
account of customs and the public lands during 
the last quarter of the year, so far aa the returns 
received show, and the amount of public money 
available for the public service now in the hands 
of receivers, collectors, &c. 

On motion of Mr. BELL, laid on the table. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then went into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. DROMGOOLE in the 
Chair, and took up the ‘bill malas appropria- 
tions for the support of the Army for the year 
1838.’’ 

The question pending was an additional clause 
moved by Mr. BELL, for drafts lying over and 
unprovided for, for arrearages on account of the 
Florida war, $553,415. ; 

Mr. BELL did not know that it was worth his 
while to insist strenuously on thisamendment after 
the opposition which had been made to it, but he 
thought it proper to make the motion on yester- 
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